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Te the faythfull Chriſtians of the Netherlandes, that 
hne abandoned the ahn ſer of the Church of Rome, '0 
lane in pm itie & ſiucericis of conſcience, LOH HAREN 
wiſh+th health and proſpernte, 

| FEarcly beloued Breathren in the 
Lord, This Treatiſe which 1 im- 
2 bolden my ſelfe to preſent you 
withall, belongeeh truely and di- 
rectly vnto you, in regard of the 
& ſubiect and matter therein contai- 
ned: for although that by my fall, 
dA. & beaſtly Apoltacie, I haue offen- 
ded all the world, neuertheleſle l 
know and am aflured, that the Churches, in the middle 
whereot I haue been nourithed from my youth vpwards, 
and whom | ſerued many yeares in the worke of the Lord, 
haue been moſt afflifted : if you will vouchſafe to read it, 
yon ſhall therein ſee, and manifeſtly behold moſt great ef- 
fectes ot the prouidence of God towards his ele,who for 
a certaine time being ſeduced by the malice & practiſe of 
the Diuell, fell not onely into great tempeſtes and ſhip- 
wrackes, but into horrible and ſcandalous laborinthes of 
troubles: but yet not ſo lo, but that falling into the atmes 
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of their nourſe, (which is the Church of God,) they haue 
been relieued and comſorted againe: For the fall of the 
Elect, is not eternal. 

You ſhall alſo therein perceiue, how that in thinges 
which ſeeme moſt doubtfull and wholly deſperate; and 
when in outward appearance wee are as it were at the 
poyntofdeath and vtter deſtruction, our Lord hath vſed, 
and is alwayes ready to put foorth his hand to defend and 
preſerue thaſe that are his. Who would euer haue thought, 
that Moſe, being abandoned by his Mother, and put into 
the Water in a Basket, ſhould have been the Deliueter of 
the people of God? And that /oſepb,ſold,by his breathren, 
mourned for by his father for dead, & caſt into a miſerable 
Piiſon, ſhould ſaue his Father and Breathren from moſt 
great Famine, & place them in the beſt part of ft / Who 
would haue thought that ona, caſt into the Sea, and ſwal- 
lou ed yea & as 1t were buried in the belly ofthe Whale, 
ſhould haue been the ſaver of the great citic of Niue, and 
a figure of the Meſsias 2 And that I, being caſt into a ſor- 
rowfull and miſerable Priſon, wherein I remained for the 
ſpaceof 8,yeares and more, wholly without hope of deli- 


ucrance from thence; wherein Antechriſt of Kome, had 


cauſed me to be throwne at the inſtante and motion af his 
Legate Haan (the Plague of all Gerne,) for having 
kindred his cruel purpoſes & deſſcignet againſt the Chur- 
ches on this fide. God moltftrong, powerfull, & good, by 
Its moſt mighty atme, & contrary to all humane expecti- 
tion, hauing broken my Bandes, and deliuered my ſoule 
out ofthe danger of death, yea ot eternall death, ſhould 
charitably deliver me into the handes of his Church; to 
the end | ſhould ſerue him the reſt of my day es, wſtly and 
holily : For the which, u hile I liue, I will never ceaſe to 
yecld prayfe and thankes-giuing vnto God. 

You ſhall:kewiſe know by this Diſcourſe, the great 
virtue, force, &efficacic of Prayer made in Fayth, where- 
by we obtaine of God much more good, then we dare aſke 
or d:raande at his hands, What could the Mother of = 
deſite 


0 


3 


T be Repentance of lohn Haren, Priol. 
deſire more, when her Child was put into the Water, but Ed. 
onely that God would preſerue it from death ? But 

by her Praier (he obtained much moresfor he being found 

by Pb Daughter, he was not onely delivered out of 
danger, and committed to his owne Mother to be nour- 

ſed, but waxing great, he was adopted for the Sonne of the 
Kings daughter. What could the a, of God (cruelly gd 
afflicted by the Egyprrans)defire more, but that God have- 

ing toucht the heart of Pha, he ſhould permit and ſuffer 

them to depart out of Ezypr, to ſerue him in the land of 

their Fathers ? But he did more for them; for, deliuering 

them out of the miſerable ſeruitude & tirannie of h, 

he inriched them with the ſpoy les and riches of the Egy- 

tien whom afterward he drowned and vtterly ouerwhel- 

med in the Sezzthereby declaring his Iuſtice in puniſhing 

pf thoſe that aft]; & his people. What could /c likewile Gen.. 
when he left the houſe of Lab his Father in law, haue 
deſired more, when he prayed vnto God to deliner him 

from the feare which lie had of his brother Ela, but that he 

might palle freely & ſafely on his way? but God not one- 

ly grauuted him that, but much more: for When his bro- 

ther met lum, he not onely teceiued and entertained him 
courteguſly, but offered to beare lim compauy on the 

way. Aud what could / being a Priſoner) more deſire Sen. a. 
of God, but onely his enlargement and deliuerance from 

thence 2 which at laſt he obtained, and much more; for he 

was made Lieutenant and Goucrnour of all Egrpe . But J 

for my part, haue cecerued more grace and favour, then all 

they ; for the billowes of the ternpeltes of the ſoueraigne 

God, had not onely ſubiccted my life to a miſerable tem- 

porall captiuitie, wherein not onely the Pope and his ſup- 

ports, determined to deftroy me, and to make me vnprofi- 

table vnto the world during the reſt of my dayes: but da- 

than, enimie to my Soule, had made and ſeduced me to 
become one of the molt filthy Apoſtates that euer was 
heard of: and for that cauſe my heart was continually 

vexcd with molt cruell trouble: ; mine owue corruption 
A 3 made 
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made warte againſt me, and my torments put mein feare 
and doubt, — God had wholly reie cted and barred me 
out of the Kingdome of Heauen. I found my ſelfe to bein 
continuall feare (or want of Fayth & repentance,) think- 
ing in-that abufive of troubles, that by incredulitie, I 
ſhould vtterly be cutoff from the loue and fauour of God. 
Yet I was notdeſtitute oftheSpirit of Prayer: for in my 

reateſt troubles and afli tions, lifting vp mine eyes vnto 
— often times ſayd, Hath the Lord caſt me off for 
euer? Is his louing kindneſſe withdrawne for cuermore? 
Hach the moſt mercifull God forgotten to be pitcifull;hath 
he (by reaſon of his anger) ſhut vp hy compaſ*ien? And 
often times ſighing and ſpeaking vnto my ſoule, I ſaid: 
Oh my ſoule ! Why art thou abaſhed, & why doeſt thou 
tremble within me? Repoſe thy truſt in God, and hope in 
him,hefhall yet be prayſed and magnified in thee, when 
with a benigne countenance onely, he eaſeth thy torment. 
The Father of mercie, the God of all conſolation, did not 
reiect my prayer: he received my requeſt,and heard me in 
Heauen : He brake my bandes, and of a Captive, ſet me 
free and at libertie: He dealt not with me as I deſerucd,nor 
rewarded me according, to my iniquities : For that as farre 
as the Heauens are diſtant trom the Earth, ſo much hath 
his mercie been aboundant vnto me. With the ſame affec- 
tion that a Father is mooued towardes his Child, with the 
ſame hath the Lord been mooued towardes me. Letmy 
Soule bleſſe him, and all the partes and members of my 
body prayſe his holy name : He hath ſaved me out ofthe 
Pitte, and withdrawne iny life from death: Hee bath 

ardoned all my Iniquities, and healed my Infirmities, 

he Lord doth right and juſtice vnto all thoſe that ſuffer 
iniuries and perſecutions. I will not therefore doe like him 
who ſayling inthe middle of the Seas, and after a thouſand 
dafgers ſafely arriueth at his deſired Hauen, without con- 
ſidering or marking the hand of the Pilote that ſtirred the 
Shippez I will diligently acknowledge in this my deliue- 
raunce,the hand of God, the prouidence of the Lord, and 


that 
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that which by ſo many tormentes where with I haue been 
af flicted ſince my fall, the Lord requireth of me. It is more 
then reaſon that I ſhould giue vnto that ſoueraigne 
prouidence which hath preſerued mezand that I caſt mine 
eyes vpon the dangers eſcaped by me, (for whoſocuer he 
be that is perſwaded, that the eternall God is his, both his 
God and his Father,he holdeth this poynt reſolutely,that 
Gods prouidence maintaineth and gouerneth him,) I will 
likewiſe endeauour my ſelfe to practiſe his faythfull in- 
ſtruftion : I will inforcemy ſelſe to performe my Vowes, 
and the Promifes which I made vnto him in the middle of 
my diſtreſſe, which imported thus much: That being de- 
livered from the feare of mine enemies, I would looke for 
and behold his face in his Church, know ne by the preach- 
ing ofhis Word, and the faythfull adminiſtration of his 
Sacraments: that I would diligently hearken to the voyce 
of God, and take counſell of his faythfull Seruantes, and 
that with aioyfull heart I would teftific and ſhewfoorth 
the acknowledgment of my faults openly, by my repen · 
taunce, and contrition in all places, and as it is conuenient, 
without delay I haue done in this Towne of Were, (the 
auncient receptacle of the perſecuted members of the 
Church) publickely in the French Church vpon the y. day 
of March, Ane in the preſence of the wiſe and diſ- 
creete Senate of Ecclefiaſticall and Secular perſons, there - 
in aſſembled, 

am therefore come out of Babilm, mother of Confult- 
on; and at this day, the onely cauſe that all the earth is 
ſtayned with humaine blood, and that the people conſe- 
crated vnto God, are oppreſſed, becauſe they haue put 
their truſt in the liuing God, & beleeued that it is life euer- 
laſting, to acknowledge one onely God, and him whom 
he hath ſent, Ieſus Chriſt. I haue willingly forſaken the 
kingdome of Darknes, the Sinagogue of Sathan, the Mo- 
ther of Fornications, with'whom ſo many Kinges ofthe 
earth haue paliardiſed, and with the Wine of her Fornica- 


tion (as S. ſebn (aith)theinhab jtants of the earth 9 — Apoca. 17. 
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made druncke, to the ende I may fulfill my vowes in the 
houſe of the Lord. All you that feare God, bleſſe the eter- 
nall, & reioyce with his holy Angels: I as the loſt ſheepe, 
and God hath me to his troupe againe: I was the 
Prodigall child, but by fayth & repentance acknowledge 
my faultes: God my good Father, hath had mercie on 
me ; he hath ſeene my humilitie z he came out to meete me, 
and imbraced and kiſſed me; he hath honoured me with 
the ting ofnew Grace, and cloathed me with the garments 
of Holineſſe he hath reioyced to ſee me returne againe: 

and hauing inuited his friendes, they met at the banker 
— & his Angels were aſsiſtant, and did not once 
reſpect the multitude of my iniquities. I hope (louing 
breathren}that you will doe the like: and in hope & con- 

fidence thereot, I proſtrate my ſelſe at the ſeete of all thoſe 
whom I haue offended, with the vowes of my ſubmiſsion, 
to implore your mercie. God willeth vs to pardon thoſe 
that haue offended ys, as we deſire that he ſhould pardon 

vs. Chriſtians can not better ſhew foorth their Vertues, 
then by vſing clemencie: Let not your clemencie there- 
fore(which I crauc)be denied vnto meʒbut being mooued 

with my fighes, withdraw your eyes from my ſiniſter 
ſhipwracke, and from hencefoorth behold me with the 
ſameeyes wherewith God is wont to behold the teares of 
repentant ſinners, ſuppreſsing your iuſtl dolour & griefe, 
proceeding from my ſinne, to reduce this victorie into 

grace and fauour :-which in all humilitie is required at 
your handes. 


By your humble brother 
ſeruant in the Lord, 


John Marten. 


| 
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Repentaunce of I0HN 


HAREN. and his Conuerſion from 
the Chuteh of Rome to the true Chutch 
of Cod, openij pabliſhed and made by him 
in the French Church, remayning in 
Wez-ll, in the preſence of the wile 
and diſcreete Senat of the ſame 
place, the y. day of March. 

Anno. 1610. 


> LAY Lordes, and loving Breathren in 
1 1 4 the Lord, at my comming out of 
71 
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my ſorrowfull Priſon, wherein I 
haue been violently holden for the 
ſpace of eight yeares & vpwardes, 
for ſuckering your Churches: pal- 
ſing by this towne of Heel, to goe 
tomy friendes, I haue imboldned 
my ſelfe to ſalute you, and to giue 
you to vnderſtand many thinges which concerne the ho- 
nour and glory of God, the edification of his Church,and 
the ſaluation of my ſoule. 

| Tracly, 


The Repentance of lohn Haren, Prief. 


Truely, if it were not for the aſſurance that I haue of 
your pictic towards God, and Chriſtian charitie towards 
vour Nei 2hbours, I durſt nor haue been ſo bold, as I amat 
this preſent, to certiſie you of the miſerable eſtace, where- 
into my ſinnes have brought mee; but afluring my ſelſe, 
that j ou will be imitators of the Mercie of God, and of 
the Grace of his Sonne, out Lord leſus Chriſt; who deſi - 
reth not the death of a Siancr,but that he ſhould convert 
and be ſaved; it maketh me doe that vnto you, which 
the diſeaſed perſon doth vntothePhiſitionz wluchis, to 
diſcouer the Grietes of my heart, and the Wounds of my 
ſoule. 

Beloued breathren,in mee you ſee and behold the pa- 
terne and ſpectacle of the iuſt Iudgement of God vpon 
man, who hauing ackno vledged Ieſus Chriſt for my Sa- 
uiour, trode his Word vnder my feete, and made no ac- 
count of his holy Ordinaunces; and therefore God as a 
inſt Iudge, ſet me vpon the (caffold of his Wrath and In- 
dignation; becauſe I would ſeeme to be Wiſe in my ſelte, 
forgerting the indignitie and miſerie of my eſtate, I haue 
ericucd the holy Ghoſt, which had regiſtred ince in the 
Cathalogue of the bleſſed; certainely I had been moſt 
happie, if at the iſſuing foorth of my Mothers Wombe, 
T had been buried, without euer ſeeing the light of this 
World. ſeeing that by my ſinnes, I have ſubiected my vn- 
certaine dayes, vnto ſo many outrages and gricfes : For, 
is there any man that hath receiued more benefites at the 
holy and liberall handes of God our Father, then I? Who 
from my youth vpwardes, was brought vp and nouri- 
ſhed in the moſt excellent Schooles that are in Chriltcn- 
dome; having had a Father, that fpared no thing to bring 
me vp in Learning, Vertue, and Pictic, and that ſhewed 
me an example of Conſtancie and Fid-litic; haning ſuf- 
fered death for profeis ing the name of the Lord. But, as 
i God had done me wrong, to continue his graces and 
great mercĩes vnto me, l became the moſt filthy & beaſt- 
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ly Apoſtate that ever was in the World l ſay the moſt fil- 
4 : for, conſider I pray you, the Apoſlacies which were 
in times paſt inthe auncient Church, ſpecially during the 
tenne great Perſecutions from Nero to Conſt antre the 

reat and the eleuenth, which was vnder ſuan that wic- 

ed Apoſtate, which cauſed ſo many Reuoltes in the 
Church, and when ſo many great perſons made ſhip- 
wracke of the Fayth. © 

Conſider alſo the Apoſtacies that haue been com- 
mitted in our dayes, and you ſhall ſee, if you can finde 
the like to mine? That a Seruant of God, nouriſhed 
and brought vp at the feete of true Doctors, the Sonne 
of a Martire, one that preached the Ghoſpell 17. or 18. 
yeares, and that with cdification in the time of Perſe. 
cution, when the Swordes of Tirantes made all publike 
places in the Netherland redde with humaine bloed, I 
reputed my ſclfe not onely happy to beleeue and anounce 
Ieſus Chriſt; but with the loſſe of my goodes to indure 
all ſortes of oprobyes and ſlaunders for his name; in, and 
by whom I belccucd and ſpake. And yet neuertheleſſe af- 
ter ward, with ſo great ſcandale, hauing made my ſelſe a 
Diſciple of Antechriſt, Who would not be abaſhed,and 
abhorre ſuch an offence? 

And therefore it is, that T openly cry out and con- 
feſle, that my Sinne is not like vnto other mens ſinnes 
for it any man ſinneth by ignoraunce or infirmitie, hee 
ſhall finde a Mediatour which will pray for him, and 
it ſhall be pardoned : but who ſhall be my Mediatour 2 
Ihaue offended God and all his Scruantes; I haue ſcan- 
dalized his people, and haue made my ſelfe vnworthy of 
the — of honeſt men: Therefore the dolors 
of death eternall laue compaſſed me about, and the tem- 

eſtes of my iniquitie haue abaſhed me; for the Arrowes 
of Almightie God haue wounded my ſoule in ſuch maner, 
that no part of my Fleſh, nor any of my Vaines are whole, 
ſo much my miſchiefe increaſeth ; my Heart panteth and 
B 2 be ateth 
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beateth in my breaſt with griefe, my Bones are weakened 
by reaſon of the great diſtreſſe, which I indure by meanes 
ot my wicked action. 

Behold how thoſe that abandonate them-ſclues vnto 
Vanities, are forſaken of God, and of their owne grauitie. 
It is a horrible thing to fall into the handes of the lining 
God,and to abiure bis Trueth, once knowne. 

What ſhall 1 doe? ſhall I diſpaire? MuſtT at my depar- 
ture out of this life, attend and expect the — of Cam 
and Jud, and ſay with thoſe miſcrable Apoſtates; My 
Sinnes are greater then the Mercie of God ? No, I will not 
diſpaire; for I know, the eternal God is good; that his 
Mercie ſurmounteth all the Heauens, that he deſiteth not 
the death of a Sinner but rather that he ſhould repent and 
be ſaued and that inceſſantly he pardoneth and forgiueth 
his elect. . 

He pittieth true repentant ſinners, be they neuer ſo 
miſerable and great offenders: and where Sinne aboun- 
deth, his Grace ſuper- aboundeth. 

haue met with my Mediatour the Sonne of God, my 
ſoueraine Sacrificator, who can and will haue compaſsion 
of my infirmities : but more then that, his voyce and his 
example ſommon, iaduce ; yea and lead me to approch 
neere vnto him. Come vnto mee (ſayth hee) all you that 
are heauie laden and wearie, and I will refreſh you. And 
againe, Come now (ſaith the Eternall,) if your Sinnes were 
as redde as Scarlet, I will make them as white as Snow: 
and if they were as redde as Vermilion, I will make them 
white like Wooll. 

When a man of credite ſpeaketh , woe beleeue him: 
how much more then ought we to beleeue the mouth of 
him that can not lie? It 13 hee that ſanctifieth my af- 
flictions, to the ende that they ſhould not bee the entry 
vnto eternall paine. 

I haue likewiſe ſet before mine eyes, an infinite number 
af examples of his pietie towardes Sinners . The poore 

Publican 
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Publican caſting downe his eyes to the ground, craning lob 113. 


mercie of leſus Chriſt,returned home iuſtiſied. The ſinfull 
Woman waſhed our Sauiours feete with her teares; and 
haning wipt them with her haire,obtayned pardon of her 
fnnes The poore Theefe being hanged vpon the Croſſe, 
deſiring to be ſaued, and calling vpon Teſus Chriſt, atlen- 
ded from the Croſſe into Paradiſe. S. Peter having three 
times denied his good Maiſter, after he had bewayled his 
ſinnes with humilitie and repentance, loſt not the grace 


Luk. 13. 


of an Apoſtle, but was reeſtabliſhed in his eſtate and vo- Gal 2 ft. 


cation. 


I call to minde great and inorace ſinnes, cruelties, and 


wicked A 


ſtaſies committed agaiaſt God, and his Dro- 


phets by King ef weſſs,, who neuer the leſſe being Pri- 
ſoner in Bahior, and finding his Con'cience to be much 
preſſed with the feeling ol his wickednes, after he had 
confeſſed his faultes vnto God, he was receiued into mer- 
eie. u flying away fro the face of Got & from his pre- 
ſence in Tſi, bec auſe he would not follow his vocation, 
was caſt into the Sea; and after being miraculouſly deli- 
uered out of the Whales belly, went to Vane to declare 
his Commiſsion. 

All theſe examples have made me know, that God is 
exceeding good to thoſe that ſeeke him who pardoneth 
all our infirmities : hee is ſo good, that hee will neuer re- 
ward vs according to our ſinnes, for he is prompt to Mer- 
cie, and flow to Anger; and hee is the perfection of all 


goodneſſe. 
Vp then my ſoule, and prayſe God: and thou Sathan 


my 


uerſarie, preſent no more vnto mee the inormitie 
of my apoſtacie, thinking to aſtoniſh my conſcience, for 


the mercifull God of my continuall complaintes, hath 
heard my voyce, he hath receaued my requeſt, and hath 

aunted me more then aſked him: All my enemies ſhall 
—— and confounded, neither could Sathan be £15 
both my Iudge and my Accuſer, for it was God whom l 
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had offended, who onely is my Iudge: If therefore he is my 
Iudge, who dares take vpon him to condeme me? If he be 
with me, who can be againſt me? and if my Iudge will be 
my Aduocate and my Interceſſor, why ſhould | fearethe 
power and force of the Diuell, & Tirants, although they 
{ought to aſlayle me? 

And therefore being in this ſort reſolued, I determine 
to doe two thinges : The one following the example of 
the Prodigall Chalde, to returne tomy — and my 
Fathers houſe againe, I know he 15 mercitull, and that al- 
though by my — L haue loſt his fauour, yet he will ne- 
uer lcaue nor looſe his bountie, 1 will willingly forſake 
the company and fellowſhip of thoſe ſilthy Bealles with 
whom ] haue ſo long time conuerſed, which is the King- 
dome of the Romane Antechriſt the Sonne of perdition, 
chatlifteth and oppoſeth himſelte againſt the Kingdome 
of the ſonne of God; and that vnder a falſe title of Pietie, 
at this day tiranifeth ouer all the world, deſiring to ſatisſie 
his couetous humour with crueltie and ambition. I will 
willingly abandon that ſorrowfull habitation, ſo odious 
and — and will put on the Roabe of Humilitie, to 
preſent my Father with a true and ſinceere contrition and 
confeſſion of my faultes and offences. My contriticn 
ſhall be a diſliking and deteſtation of iny ſinnes commit- 
ted, a trouble of Conſcience, apprehending and feeling in 
my Soule, the wrath and anger of God, which I haue in- 
curred and deſerued by my offences, which would cauſe 
me todeſpaire, if I were not ſtrengthned an other way; 
which is by a true and liuely faith in che mercie of God;by 
the which after L hauetruly & duely confeſſed my ſinnes, 
I depoſe my ſelfe by faith ro mount vp vnto the throane 
of grace, to obtaine one drop of theBlood of our Lord and 
Sauiour Ieſus Chriſt. 

Secondly, haue ſayd within my ſelſe, I will ſeelce the 
face of God: But where ſhall I find it, but there where lis 
Word is faythfully preached, and the Sacramentes truciy 

admini- 
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adminiſtred? This Church fo well marked, was once my 
Mother, ſhe conceaued and brought me foorth to Chriſt 
my Sauiour: ſhe had givenme many faire & great prero- 
gatiues; for (he had committed vnto me the keeping of 

er Spouſes Flocke; hut was one of thoſe too!ihh Shep- 
heardes, (of whom the Prophet Erechieſ in lus 13.Chaptce 
of his Revelations ſpeaketh,) which follow t eir owne 
fantaſies, and hate no care to execute their Offices and 
Vocations; and therefore God, the iuſt Iud ge, was angrie 
with me; he diſpoyled me of his favours, which were the 
finguler gifres & graces v herwith he had indowed me in 
my youth and hath made me cate with Beaites, as he did 
thc Prodigall Cluld : Yet I can not forget the love winch 
once {he bore meʒand therefore I haue aproched vnto her 
againe, hoping that (he will be a follower of the bountie 
of God towardes mz; aſking two things of her: The one, 
that the will vouchſafe to pray vnto God for me; for as 
iſſue of all enterprites dependeth vpon the tauour of Gd, 
(without the which we can doe notlung,) it is reaſon and 
very fitte to begin ſo holy a worke, with the inuocation of 
his — name: Theother, that in this great perturbation 
of Spirit whereunto my intemperaunce hath brought me, 
ſhe will vouchſafe to giue me counſell and aduiſe, tor that 
trom hience- foorth | will no more be wife in mine owne 
conceite, but onely in Gedzin whom conſiſteth the ſpring 
of Lite and Wiſedome 

I was then in an obſcure and blacke Piiſon, wherein 
Antechriſt of Rome had cauſed me to be caſt, without any 
hope euer to come out againe. My Accuſations were; 
That beeing Servant to the Dutcheſle of ©/-a?, had been 
a Fauteur & Mediator for the Churches wluch our Lord 
had aſſembled in the Nukedomes of /alyer;, Crave, and 
Bergb, hindring divers finiſter enterpriſes pretended a- 
gainſt them. Therigor which they vſed againſt me was 
great, and my life was in danger, if the hatred ofthe Eccle- 


*. . . a . 
Haſticall perſons, which were the cauſe of my miſchief, 
had 
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had had as much place and force, as the — and 
prudence of the noble Princeſſe of Lem ame had power to 
defend and preſerue me from ther cruelties. 

Being in my ſorrowfull Priſon, abandoned of all the 
World, when it ſeemed that I was at the poynt of death 
and that Heauen and Earth had conſpired togeather, and 
agreed to worke my ouerthrow and deſtruction, I deſired 
my God, to let me know the cauſe of his wrath and anger 
conceaued againſt me; who ſufficiently made me vnder- 
ſtand by his holy Spirit, that my apoſtacie was the only 
cauſe thereof. l lamented my cuill;] — vnder the bur- 
then of my anguiſh; I waſhed my Bedde with teares, and 
watered my Couch with weeping z and without longer 
delay, l made a Vow agreeable and pleaſing vnto God: 
which was, that if he would vouchſafe to deliverme out 
of Priſon, and to reſtore me to my friendes againe, that in 
the firſt reformed Church, according to the word of God, 
which I ſhould come vnto, I would certiſie vnto it my af- 
fliction, & my defirez which was, to cry God mercie, & to 
extirpe the Scandale proceeded of my Apoſtacie, by the 
way of humilitie & repentance, The Lord which doth all 
things iuſtly, heard my Prayer, he receaued my requeſt, he 
graunted my deſire, he brake my bands, and of a Priſoner, 
made me free. It is reaſon therefore that I performe my 
Vowes: Ihaue net done like Ion, M ho in ſtead of go- 
ing to Nine the great Citie, tooke the way to T arſis: nor 
like the wife of Lot, Who looking backe whe ſhe went out 
of Sou & Comera, wa turned into a Piller of Salt. Our 
Lord alſo faith, That hee which putttth his hand to the 
Plough, & looketh backe, is not good for the kingome of 
heauen : therfore I eſteemed the things of this world, hurt- 
full and a hinderaunce vnto the couers of my vacation: 
& taking my way ſtraight to this Church which had in- 
— me in Chriſt, with teares in my ey es, and griefe of 

ieart, not ſo much with the feeling of my temporall at- 
flictions, as for that I have ofſended: I aſhied two things of 
herz 
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her; the one,ifthat the way of Repentance ſhould yet be 


open vnto me? and the other, whatpenauncel deſerued, 
or ſhould ſubmit my ſelfe vnto, to detace the euill which I 
had committed? Shee made me anſwere that God neuer 
fhutteth the Gate of his Church againſt any man, truely 

ting : and hauing conſidered my teares and com- 
plaintes, and the effectes of my contrition, the did chari- 
tably comfort and inſtru me. 

I am with ioy and gladneſſe of ſpirit come out of Nah. 

lm Mother of onfufion, which had lifred me vp in pride 
againſt God and his Church; which foſtered in my 
ſoule, not onely a perpetuall dolour and anguiſh, but an 
executioner which neuer let me reſt in peace night nor 
day. For the which, infinitely I thanke my God, that in 
my old age, and before I goe downe into the Sepulchre, 
after hee had fatherly puniſhed mee with ſo long and 
horrible Impriſoninent; he hath this day reſtored me to 
my Mother his Church, to be a Temple and Habitation 
of| his Spirit: inthe vertue whereof, | beſeech him to bleſſe 
and ſanctiſie my ſteppes to his glorie, and to make me 
capiable to be, and continue his moſt humble and obedi- 
ent ſeruant. 

Oh happie Priſon, which hath deliuered my ſoule 
ſrom deſtruction / and taking me by the hand, to lead and 
conduct me by the pathes of Juſtice, to the Peace of the 
Elect: Who would not admire the great effectes of 
the pronidence of God, who in moſt deſperate thinges, 
can withdraw the ſhadow of darkneſſe, to illuminate and 
direct our vncertaine ſteppes, to follow his will 2 Behold 
hew ithappeneth many times, that that which wethinke 
— be moſt hurtfull ynts vs, turneth vnto our great 

rofit. 

For the Priſon, out of the which I am delivered, without 
any blot of mine honour, hath done that in me, which the 
Priſon in Babs/on ſometimes wrought in King Mana/e: 
So that I will not ceaſe cuery day to giue thankes vato our 

£ C. good 
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God, who enen in the multitude and greateſt force 
ofmy afflictions, did alwayes ſupport and vpholde my 
Soule in ſuch libertie, that it ſeemeth that how ſtrong and 
great ſocuer my troubles were, they had power onely to 
ouercome and maſter my particular Paſsions, and to ele- 
uate my Spirit to Heauen; to make me ſo much the more 
capiable to obtaine of God the aſſuraunce of his mercie, 
by diſpoyling me of the tranſitorie & corruptiblethinges 
of this world, to the end to elevate and ſtirre mee vp to 
thinges glorious and eternall. For as much trouble and 
diſquietneſſe as my impriſonment procured vnto my bo- 
die, ſo much and more force and reſolution it added vnto 
my ſoule. It is true that Pietie is weakened, by too great 
Felicitie: but the Croſſe and Perſecution accompanied 
with a good Conſcience, maketh it become an aſſured 
Bulwarke againſt all the effortes and forces of the Diuell. 
And in trueth we ſee, that thoſe whom God puniſheth 

icuouſly in this world, for the moſt part are they, whom 
he inſtructeth moſt fauourably in ſuch maner, that to 
ſpeake properly,thecuils which God ſent me, and which 
Lindured tiently, were no euils ynto me, but ſharpned 
and x, vp my ſpirit to ſoueraigne good. 

Certainely that which Plato ſay th, is very true That 
thoſe that are in griefes and anguiſhes, haue the functions 
and faculties of the Soule more excellent, then in time of 
proſperitic. But that which maketh me moſt to woonder, 
is, that as much as my afflictions ſeparated me from the 
Houſe of God, and the companie of the Faithfull;ſo much 
it ſcemeth, that they augmerited and increaſed the former 
affection which I had, to reunite my ſeife thereunto, and 
to leaue Pap!ſtrie. 

A good man, can not ſhunne aduerfitiesz but hee may 
well ſurmount and vanquiſh them: and Although he ſee- 
meth vnto men, to be wholly abandoned and reieted; ſo 
it is, that in the middle of his troubles, he alwayes enioyeth 
a perfect felicitie, the which hath ſworne to be ſo loyall 

vnto 
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vnto him, that whatſocuer hapneth vnto him, ſhee is al- 


wayes with him, ſhee is alwayes within him, and maintay- 
neth his Soule in ſuch an eſtate, that in what condition ſo- 
euer ſhee findeth her ſelfe to be, ſhee is alwayes like vnto 
her ſelfe, being ſo highly elevated aboue the accidentes of 
humaine thinges, ſhee can not recceiue any hurt or 


diſgrace. 

Sin then that the word of God teacheth vs, that hee 
which hath publikely offended the Church, ought to con- 
feſſe and acknowledge his fault openly ; and for that the 
Order of — 78 in * Church of God 
practiſeth the ſame : I haue deſired that my returne into 
the Houſe of God, ſhould be publikely made, and in the 
middle of this notable congregation of the Children of 
God,in this Towne of Wezel/; and that not onely becauſe 
ofthe knowledge which I haue of ſo many Prerogatiues 
which our Lord hath giuenit, as being the auncient re- 
ceptacle of poore afflicted Chriſtians, hauing purged it 
from the darkeneſle oferrours & ignorances of the Kemnjh 
Wolfe, for the ſpace of 70. yeares and more; and wiracu- 
louſly defended and preſerved it from a thouſand and a 
thouſand outrages ambuſcadoes, and ſiniſter enterpriſes 
of Tirantes j whereof am partly an eye-witneſſe. And 
thus much more, for that l know that at this preſent, and 
in this notable companie, there are yet many of you that 
know, that the ſubiect and ground of the anger of thoſe 
that perſecuted mee, proceedeth from this that duering 
the time of my continuance in the ſeruice of the noble 
Houſe of Cleaxe, I did charitably ſuccour the affli cted 
Churches, which Antechriſt hi» ſupporters ſought 
and inforced them-ſclues to ruinate and overthrow, 
Knowing then, that with the cauſe of my afflictions, the 
cauſe of fauouring ef your Churches (and particularly of 
that which our Lord hath aſſembled in this Towne,) was 
1oyned : | aſſure my ſelfe, that you will haue compaſsion 

the gricfes.whi — my heart, ſor hauing * 
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ded God, that in reſpect of me, you will doe as God pro- 
ſently doth ; who hauing opened the eyes of my vnder- 
ſtanding, hath taken my ſinnes and caſt them behind his 
backe: hee hath throwne them into the deepe Sea, that he 
might notlay them any moreto my — : whercot not 
onely the holy Ghoſt beareth me witneſle, but by the or- 
dinarie miniſteric which it hath pleaſed him to eſtabliſh 
in his Church, giueth me cuident and manifeſt aſſurances, 
beſceching you to haue pittie on mee; and caſting from 
before your eyes the ſcandale which I haue committed : 
reſtore me to that alacritie of ſpirite which in times paſt 
my heart enioyed, when holding each other by the hands, 
we aſcended with ioy to the Mountaine of the Lord, ſeck- 
ing the God of /acob, with Songes and Thankes-giuing, 
becauſe he had made vs members of his Sonne Chriſt le- 
ſus; whereby in this temporall life you ſhall do that which 
God doth inthe ſpirituall life, in comforting the afflicted, 
and ſuch as are truely ſtricken with vnfeigned ſorrow & 
remorſe of their ſinnes: for as by his goodneſſe and boun- 
tie he relicueth and ſtrengthneth them; ſo he that loueth 
clemencie and mercie, maketh himſelfe worthy and ca- 
piable both of the loue of God, and the world. 

Let your hearts then be mooued with my ſigthes, & by 
bercauirfg your ſelues of the remembrance of my faultes; 
therein ſhew your ſelues as ſtrong as my wickedneſſe is 
great: my bruſed bones ſhall reioy ce, my tongue ſhall 
openly ſing the pray ſe of the Lord; my cloſed lippes ſhall 
open againe, highly to thunder foorth his Juſtice ; I will 
teach his wayes to thoſe that tranſgreſle, to the end that 
ſuch as haue done, as I haue done againftthe Lord, may 
willingly conuert. 

I am aſſured that you will graunt my requeſt, for I per- 
cciue your bowels to be mooued and proane to mercie; 
your countenaunces are witneſſes vnto me of your chari- 
tic; and your teares, of the griete you baue in your hearts, 
I likewiſe will neuer belecue that there is any man in — 

ly 
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| holy aſſemblie, that will be an Imitator of the rudenes and 
inhumanitie of the brother of the Prodigall child, that La 5. 


murmured at the liberalitie vſed by his father, when he re- 


ceiued his brother home againe. The Houſe of God is 


reatand wide and his Table moſt rich, to recciue & nou- 
riſh vs all. Our Lord ſaith, that the Shepheard reioyced to 
haue found his loſt Sheepe. The Woman that had ſoſt her 
Groat, reioyced with her friendes for the finding of it a- 
gaine : and the good Father for his Sonne, which had of - 
fended him ſo many and ſo often times. And will not you 
reioyce with the holy Angels, for the honour which God 
hath done vnto me, this day to haue reseiued me into his 
Church; frem the which Sathan, enimie to luſtice and 


truth, had ſeparated me, & almoſt deſtroied me, if God had 
not bin merciful vnto me? gut he hath loſt his prey, he hath 
| — his time in vaine, he remembted not that God is my 


ather, that his Chriſt is my Mediator; he knew not that 


the holy Ghoſt had regiſtred me in the booke of Life, and 


in the cathalogue of the Ele&z whoſe tall is not eternall. 


Therefore that I may no more fall into thoſe ſnares and 


nettes, I haue withdrawne — ſelfe into the houſe of God, 


* 
\ 
: 


into the fort of the Lord, to be made his houſehold Ser- 


uant, and a member of his Sonne, willingly forſaking the 


raigne ofthe Popezwhoſe doctrine & religion, to ſay truth, 
is no other thing but auncient Paganiſme,mixed with lu- 
diſme,and couered with the cloake of Chriſtianitiezwhich 
treadeth vnder feete the knowledge of the ſoueraigne 
God, and the mercies of his ſonne Chriſt leſus. 

For when men make the ſumple people beleeue, that the 
Sonne of God (in whom conſiſteth the wel- ſpring of life) 
hath not fully ſatisfied the Iuſtice of God his Father, but 
hath onely obtayned the firſt grace for vs ; that is to ſay, 
the occaſion or cauſe of Meritez and that it reſteth now in 
vs to be carefull not to loſe the 6ccafion, to obtaine the 
reſt. Is it not a moſt impudent boldneſſe, to diſpoyle Ieſus 
Chriſt of his vertue, —_ the Scripture witneſleth for 
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him; 
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him; that all thoſe that beleeue in him, are iuſtified? And 
thoſe hel-houndes teach , thatthere proccedeth no other 
benefite vnto vs from him, but onely that hee hath made 
vs an ouerture and way to be juſtified ; contrarie to the 
lohn. f. 12. expreſle word of God, which teacheth vs; That whoſo- 
— euer hath the Sonne of God, hath life alſo: Whoſecucr 
— 1 belecueth, hath paſt from death to life z is placed in Hea- 
Ephe.z.6, uen with him; is already tranſported into the kingdome 
Col uz. of God, andhath obtained faluation. And theſe miſera- 
ble abuſed Papiſtes, not contenting themſelues therewith, 
bereaue God of a great part of his Prayſes, to transferre 
them vnto men. 

But tell me I pray you, What thing is more agreeable to 
the Chriſtian fayth;then to acknowledge and confeſſe our 
ſelues to be deſtitute of all vertue, to be clothed therewith 
by God : voyde of all goodneſſe, to be filled there with by 
him: ſlaues to ſinne, to 2 delivered by hinn blind, to be illu- 
minated by him: weale, to be ſuſtained by him: to bereaue 
our ſelues of all maner of glory, that he onely may be glo- 
rified, and we in him? · Further, what is more proper vnto 
Faith, then to aſſure our ſelues that God is our and 
louing Father; when Chriſt is acknowledged to be our 
Brother and Mediatour, then to expect all good and 
proſperitic from him, whoſe loue and favour is ſo much 
ſhewed & extended vnto vs, that he ſpared not his Sonne, 
but expoſed him vnto death for vs: then to reſt in a cer · 
taine allurance and hope of ſaluation, and of life eternall , 
when we know that Chriſt hath been giuen vs by the Fa- 
ther; in whom ſuch treaſures are hidden? But theſe thinges 
are repugned by the Papiſtes,who ſay, that ſuch certaintie 
of aſſurance, cannot be without arrogancie & preſumpti- 
on: But as wemuſt not preſume of any thing to bein our 
ſclues; yet we muft preſume of all thinges in God, for in 
trueth we axe not for any other cauſe bereaved of all yaine 
glorie, but onely tothe end that we ſhould be glorified in 
lum. On the other ſide, behold and ſee with what affection 


thoſe 
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thoſe miſcrable and ignorantperſons(l ſpeake ſpecially of 
Eccleſiaſtical! perſons)are mooued and ledde : they eaſily 
it both them ſelues and others, to be ignorant, negli- 

ent, and careleſſe of the true Religion, which is taught vs 
y the holy Scriptures, and which ought to be reſolutel y 
and firmely held among all men and thinke that it is no 
matter what Fayth cuery man holdeth z nor whether 
holdeth with God or Chriſt : ſo that with an inucloped 
or impoſed Fayth/as they tearme it) they ſubmit their cen- 
ſures to the iudgement ofthe Church, and care not though 
the glory of God be poluted by cuident Blaſphemies, fo 
that no man ſpeaketh a word againſt the authoritie of our 
Mother the holy Church; that is, (according to their mea- 
ning,)the Sea of Rome: And therefore they fight and con - 
— with ſuch rigour and boldneſſe for the Malle, Dur- 


atorie, Pilgrimage, and ſuch trifles, in ſuch maner that 
denie, that true pietie can be obſerued, if all thoſe 

thinges be not belecucd and holden for infallible rules of 
our ſaluationʒ — they prooue nothing by the word 


of God: Wherefore I pray you, but onely becauſe their 
Belly is their God, the Kitchin their Religion, and the 
World their Paradiſe; which being taken away, they are 
not onely perſwaded that they can be Chriſtians, but 
which is more, no men: and although ſome of them liue 
delicately and in great aboundance, and others liue barely 
and votarely in pouertie gnawing of Cruſtes, neuerthe- 
leſſe they liue all by one Pot: which without ſuch aydes, 
would not onely waxe cold, but wholly be frozen vp: 
And therefore he which among them, hath moſt care of 
his Belly, is the moſt zealous in their Fayth. To conclude, 
they haue all one ſelfe-ſame purpoſe and intent, either to 
maintaine their Kmgdome, or theirBellies : and there is 
none of the that ſheweth theleaft apearance in the world 
of true zeale, and yet they ceaſe not to Slaunder, and 
with Fire, Sword, Water, and all other miſchicfes, to pur- 
ſue and perſecute the doctrine of Truecth ; either to 
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make it odious, or ſuſpected. But if we were permitted 
to ſpeake as boldly and as well as they, I am perſwaded 
that their — where with they boy le ſo terribly a- 
gainſt vs, wonld be ſomewhat cooled: for to ſay trueth, 
that which the blind world at this day honoureth in thoſe 
idle Bellies,is onely a faigned vizard of Hipocrifie, which 
vnder the ſhadow of the Church, would hide their coue- 
touſneſſe, to beare rulc; ſecking for the Church of God, in 
the beautifulneſſe of Houſes, and other exteriout orna- 
mentes thinking thatthe vnion of the Faythfull, conſiſt. 
eth and is contay ned in thoſe exteriour thinges, which 
are tranſitorie and corruptible; and not rather in righte- 
ouſneſſe and truetli. Wherefore according to the word 
of God, we hold the dea of Rome to be the Seate of Ante- 
chriſt, which clevateth and oppoſeth it ſelfe againſt that 
ofthe Sonne of God, which vnder a falſe title of Religion, 
at this day tiranniſeth ouer all the world, lively repreſen- 
ting that Scate of Impietie whereof the Prophet Daniel, 
and the Apoſtle S. Paul haue ſpoken; whereof we ſay, the 
Pope is the Captaine, which hath prophancd the Holy 
Temple of God by horrible abhominations, in ſuch ſort, 
that therein there rather appearcth an Image of Babvlen, 
then any ſhew of the holy Citie of God. 

But ſome men will obiect, and aſke mee; Did not you 
before your reuolt, know theſe great impieties and miſ- 
chieſes, v. that all the Raman ſect is but a Kingdome of 
Vntruetkes, where the name of the eternall God is villa- 
nouſly prophaned, and the Lordes honour impudently 
giuen vnto Idoles? 

I anſwere,that I knew it, hauing a hundred and a hun- 
dred times publiſhed and preached it vnto the World: 
but in trueth I confeſle, that I never did ſo pertinently 
vnderſtand, nor marke ſo well the horrible Sacrileges of 
Antechtiſt, as I did while I converſed familiarly with 
them in Rome, where every man attendeth his one pro- 
hte and plcaſures,and not the ſeruict of Ieſus Chriſt, 

We 
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We muſt not then feare that by leaving the Church of 
Rome we diuorce our ſelues from the Church of God for 
the communion of the Church was not ordained co that 
end, that it ſhould be a place for to draw vs to idolatry, 
impietie, ignorance of the true God, and other wickednes: 
but rather co reraine vs in the feare of God, and in the obe- 
dience ot che truth. We do truly withdraw our ſelues from 
Poperie, and not from the Church; we ſhun and flic from 
idols, but not from the true Church; we will withdraw our 
ſelues from the tytannie ot the Pope, and not from the true 
Chriſtian common wealth; from the plague, and not from 
life:ready to teunite our ſelues with them, when Antichriſt, 
and the miſchieſe which he hath brought into it, ſhall be 
driuen away. In the meane time che houſe of God ſhall be 
my habitation, the Lord my portion, and his Sonne my Pa- 
ſtor: he will caule me to reſt in his parkes of aſlurance, he 
will reſtore my afflicted ſoule, and will preſetue me, if ic 
pleaſcth him, from the bloudy hands of choſe that ſeeke my 
vreer ruine and overthrow. 

All you that haue done as haue done, and haue ſuffered 
your ſelues co runne headlong into miſchiefe, and which 
as yet liue in the kingdome of Antichriſt, with a contami- 
nated and defied conſcience, and vnquietneſſe of ſpirit( for 
I chinke and belecue certainly that it is impoſſible for a 
man that hath knowne the impieties ot Papiſtrie, where 
the bloud of Chriſt is bought and ſold, where his onely 
propitiitorie ſacrifice offered for our ſinnes, is eſteemed 
to be inſufficient to deface them; here the merits of men 
arc equalized wich the merits of leſus Chriſt-I beleeue that 
his ſoule is alwayes in paine, and that if he ftayerh long 
there, in the end he will feele an executioner in his conſci- 
ence , which will neuer ſuffer him to liue in peace night 
nor day: ) I beſeech you moſt humbly in the name and ta- 
uour of leſus Chriſt, to abandon and leaue the ſynagogue of 
Sathan, and to reumre and ioyne your ſelues tothis Church 
of God, vnited and covioyned in faith with the Patriarchs, 
Prophets, and Apoſtles, in the word of God; whichis faich- 

D fully 
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fully preached, and the Sacraments duly and purely admi- 
niſtred, It is into his lap that L yeeld my ſelte, iris varo 
the guard of his pietie that I have recourſe: beſeeching him 
with all humilitie to receive and admit me into the com- 
niunion of his children, hawing determined to live with 
them (by the power of my God) all the dayes of n lite. I 
likewiſe deſire thoſe, on whom God hath powred his 
grace (hauing miraculouſly preſerued them in his Church, 
with conſtancy and perſcuerance,withour — * 
themſe lues, or committed apoltacic as I haue done) to 

raiſe God with all their hearts, \ and continually to giue 
— chanks;for it is a moſt great iracle. which — 
not from their owne force and vertue, but fromthe holy 
and liberall hand of God our Father. Whetefote let them 
perſcuere in louing of God, and flie from ſinne and vices; 
and being ota courage, the kin of Antichriſt 
will fall, and - of lelus Chriſt ſhall be eſtabliſhed : but 
before that hapneth, the diuell will enforce himſelfe more 
then euet he did, ro make warre againſt the Church. 


Behold wherefore, if euer the children of God haue had 


need of prudence and wiſedome ſurely to direct their vn- 
certaine paths according tothe word of God, it is now in 
this — and forrowtull time, wherein Satan, enimy vn- 


to all righteouſneſſe and godlineſſe, ſeemeth to haue ſo 
much authoritie euen over che ele ct, that if they wore not 
miraculouſly aided and defended by the holy and liberall 
hand of God our Father, they ſhould not onely be vtterly 
caſt downe, but the earth would ſoone be reduced vnto the 
ſame ſtare that Sodame and Gomorra was in times paſt . Let 
prayer therefore , accompanied with true repentance, be 
our refuge vnto him, who will neuer forſake his inheri- 
tance, and that will cauſe the aſſaults of Antichriſt to pe- 
riſh, as he once drowned Pharaoh in the (ca, 

Tomake an end, | beſcech youpray vnto God for me; 
and if any one among you haue any bookes , which in 
times paſt haue beene printed in my name, in diverſe lan- 
guages, bookes full of teſts, lies, and falſe i [ 

clue 
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defire they may be burnt and conlumed to aſhes. I will 


not likewiſe paſſe over in filence, that inthe conturation of 
thoſe bookes, and in ſome hiſtories, wherem mennonis 
made of my fall, there are ſome clauſes ignotantly ſet 
downe; which I impute not ſo much to the inconſiderate 
zeale of the Authors, as to mine owne fault, which God 
would iuſtly puniſh and correct, hauing placed me vpon 
the ſcaffold of hus wrath and iudignation, as I had moſt iull- 
ly deſerued. 

If you aide me with your prayers vnto God, and if you 
be imitators ot that great mercy which he hath ſhewed this 
day vnto me, which | beſeech you beare in minde; Iwill 
— God for your pietie, and pray vnto him to continue 


. 


is mercy towards y ou and yours, wich long life and hap- 
py dayes. 


The prayer of king M anaſles whes he was priſoner 
in 


abylon, 


Lord Almightie, God of our fathers Abraham, Iſaur 
and Jacob, and of all the righteous ſeed oft inc ele 
which haſt made heauen & earth with all their ornaments, 
which haſt bound the ſea by the word of thy commande- 
ment, which haſt ſhut vp the deep, and ſealed it by thy ter- 
rible ani glorious nume. whom ali doe fearc,and tremble 
before thy po er: for the Maieſtie of thy glory cannot be 
borne, and thine angry threatning towards ſinners is im- 
portable, but ehy mercy is vnmeaſurable and vnſearchable; 
for thou art the moſt high Lord, of great compaſſion, long 
ſuffering, and moſt merciſull, and repenteſt for mans mile- 
ries, Thou, O Lord, haſt promiſed ol thy great mercy , to 
giue grace of repentance and mercy vnto thoſe that haue 
{inned againſt thee, and haſt appointed repentance vnto 
thole that are ſinners, that thou mighteſt ſaue them by the 
greatneſle of thy compaſſions. Thou therefore, O Lord 
which art the God of che uit, haſt nor appointed repen- 
tance vnto the iuſt, as to Abraham, ſſaac and Jacob; not for 
D 2 thoſe 
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thoſe that haue not ſinned againſt thee;but for me that am a 
ſinner, for I haue ſinned aboue the number of che ſand of 
the ſea; my tranſgreſſions are exceeding many, and I am 
not worthy to behold and ſee the height of the heauens. For 
the multitude of mine vnrighteouſnes. I am bowed downe 
with many and great ſinnes, and cannot life vp my head, 
neither haue any releaſe, but onely in thy free mercy : for 
I have prouoked thy wrath, and done cuill before thee, 
I haue not done thy will, neither kept thy commaunde · 
ments, but haue moſt wickedly committed ſinne and ini» 
uitie in thy preſence, and wilfully multiplied ſinne vpon 
— Now therefore, O Lord, I bowe the knees of 
heart, beſeeching thee of grace and mercie. I haue ſinned, 
Lord, I haue finned & done euill before thee; but I humbly 
beſeech thee forgine me, O Lord, forgiue me, and deſtroy 
me not inthe multitude of mine — be not 
with me for euer by. reſeruing euill for me, neither 
caſt me into the bottomleſſe pit of hel: for thou art the God, 
euen the God of them that r And in me, I beſeech 
thee, ſhew foorth thy g e, in ſauing me that am vn- 
worthy, in the multitude of thy great mercie: and I will 
— thee all my life long for euer; for all the powers of 
praiſe thee, and thune is all glory for euer and euer. 


The 
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Eeing Almighty God, who is the chieſeſt 

goodneſſe and ſelicity, and maketh his 
29 grace and goodneſſe communicable to o- 
cher things, hath participated himſelſe 
in things we ſee not and touching the Di- 
uinity, to the Son by generation (comrary ei Symb, 
to the opinion of Arrius, and Samoſate- Pla). v. v. 
u,) and to the holy Ghoſt by proceeding (contrary al- Hebt. . 3. 
ſo to Aacedonins, and Eunomius, arch-heretique )euen ac- 
cording to his infinite Eſſence, without 2 or 
— of che ſame, and to be equall wich him in deity 

e. 

Therefore the Sonne, en of the Father, and not loh. 1.15. 
made, and the holy Ghoſt which proceederh from the Fa- 
ther, and the Sonne, (as from orft beginning) haue the ſame 
eſlence in number, and inſeparable nature with the Fa- 
ther, (contrary to the opinion of the Valentines, which faine 
more then one:) yet his Perſons (viz.)of the Father. of the 
Sonne, and of che holy Ghoſt, are in number diſtinguiſli- 
ed and deuided, (contrary to the Schell, who dteame , . 
they are all but one Perſon.) For the Perſon of the Father is . 
one, of the Son another, and of the holy Ghoſt another : But 
of the Father, the Sonne, and the holy God, there is but 
10 Divinity , one equall glory, and one coeternall Mas un Au. 


God himſelfeis immutable in his counſels, neither can — 
en 1.1. 


Hebr. t. 2. KX 1 
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Atha,in Sym . 


he be any way hindered or deceiued in the ſame. By reaſon 
whereof it comes to paſſe, that whaſoeuer happeneth, the 
ſame he hath determined from eternity: who in things that ich. i. 3 
we ſee, by his word as he ſaw ) hath created all things 
ol nothing, and made and di you in order, the — 
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the earth, the (ca, and v hatioeuer is therein contained, by 
his eucr-l111mg Sonne, working with the Father: who alſo 
by his infinite and conſubſtantiall power and vertue, vic. by 
the holy Ghoſt, adnuniſters all chings in his diuine Proui- 
dence. In this parucipaco God remaines in himſelte,impare 
ting his Eſſence to other Perſons, but not his Perſonihat he 
cannot communicate: for iſ it were to be communicated, the 
diſtiaction of perſons would be tak av ay. But God who is 
only good) did participate hiniſelſe vnto men, when he tõ- 
mumcated his word full of grace & truth. He took not vpon 
lum the nature of Angels (4s Pau. ſaith) but humane nature. 
In this firſt communication God is in himſelfe, but in his ſe- 
cond( after a ſott) without himſelſe. Such a one did Ds 
Arecopagita regard him to be, when he ſaid. 7 hit we dareſpeake 
for truth, that almighty God ſuffered on earth by the power and 
force of charity, viz. he was nit in him/elfe, Of this partici» 
pation S. oha writes, and the other Euangeliſts. 

And ſeeing God made nothing in vame, this communi- 
cation alſo was made for ſome purpoſe, For it was to take 
away the ſinne committed by our firit parents, and by 
propagation ( Chriſt accepted) paſt ouer and tranſmit- 
ted vnto mankind. By reaſon whereof (as Paw! (aich )we 
ate all borne the ſonnes of wrath, becauſe we all tinned in 
Adam. 

Wherefore the right which we had to che inherirance of 
eternall life before the fall of Adam, we afterwardsloſt; as 
the Lawyers teach. But God, thar( as « father ) louerh vs the 
lonnes of adoption, decreed in his vnchangeable counſell, 
to ſend forth his Sonne, made of a woman, and made vn- 
der the law (for what loue exceeds the loue of a father?) 
that we might receive the adoption of the ſonnes. And 
(as John wicneſleth) God ſo lowed the world, that he gane his 
onely begotten Son, &c. by whoſe coming, and participation 
Samt Paul faith, We are ſaued frommwrath,an1redeemed. 

The Sonne of God is alſo communicated vnto vs, that he 
might inſtruct vs in his holy wiſedome and vnderſtandingʒ 
becauſe in him are hud all the treaſure of niſedome and know- 

leage. 
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ledge. For he was the chiefe Maiſter, and teacher, when he 
was appointed by God che Father, that all ſhou!d receiue & 
vnderitand trom hit the docti ine of truth: for thus God 


ſpake of hum: Thu is my wel-beloned Sonne iu whom [ am well Math 17.4, 


pleaſed, heare hum, 

Beſides; Let a man examine him{elfe,and ſo let himeate of this 
bread, cc. By which it manifeſtly appeares,that it continues 
to be bread. And the very Prieſts of Rome themſelues attet 
conſecrati6 of the Sacramers( whichaccording co their opi- 
nion is euEthe body of Chriſt, & not bread) vie the ſignes 
of the croſſe vpon the ſame Sacramene,calling it an holy A- 
Sactament, a pure Sacrament, an vndefiled + Sacrament, 
the ſanctified + bread of eternall life, and the cup of Se- 
uerlaſting ſaluation. So that they name it bread, and yet ate 
contrary to themſelues. The fame truth teacheth that holy 


facher Iren us: laying. Now it is no common bread, hut the Eu- trenews ch 


chariſt, conſiſting of two things : that 1t,carthly, and heanenty. b .adutrf, 


In which words he expteſly teacheth, the bread to remame 
there ſtill. Moreouet the forme of the body of Chrilt is 


the ſoule; for : Ariſlotle ſaith, that <Aaima eſt attus corporic f. 1 anime 
phyſic potentia vitam habentis . Bur it cannot be (aid that the .. & 6.10, 


ſubſtantiall forme of bread is converted into the (ule. 
Therefore the ſame ſubſtance of the brea1 remaineth. Fur- 
ther, if che ſubſtantiall forme of bread be conuetted into 
the body of Chriſt, it would then follow, the body of Chriſt 
to conſiſt of rwo formes, which is molt falſe. Alſo the Ac- 
cident withour the ſubſtance cannot be miniſtred or given 
but thete the Accidents are ſeene, taſted, ſmelt &c, Therefore 
the lubſtance is giuen. The refuge of the Papiſts is to małe ic 
a miracle, by which the whiteneſle of che bread continues, 
and other accidents thereunto belonging, But it is a falle 
reply; or it is nor found inthe holy Scripeures,neither was 
it needtull that Chriſt ſhould worke ſuch a miracle. Saint 


Anguſtine (aich: Theſe things my be honoured, as religions but Aug de Tini. 
to works wonder or aſtomſumcut they cannot, at mireculous. Allo Ib. 3. . 10. 


the accidents are al Vaies deſtroyed by the corruption of the 


lubſtance. Bur (as I will make manifeſt hereafter ) the very 


accidents 
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accidents of bread are deſtroyed in time, therefore tranſub- 
ſtantiation of the bread is not giuen. 

By reaſon whereof the Papiſts at their times renew ſuch ſa- 
crifices, reſerued in their Veltries, or other places appointed 
to keepe their holy things, and rel1ques:rhat 18,cuery weeke 
in Sommer time: but inthe Winter time at 15 daies. And 
this is done to take away the ſcandall of their corruption: 
Therefore Tranſubſtantiation is not given, 

In a matter ſo plaine, and euident, I neither deſire to ſpend 
much time, nor to be too tedious, ot troubleſome to the rea- 

Chr Per- . 8.3m ders. But if any ſhall be defirous to reade more concernin 
liſp cans Dow; this point, let them looke vpon (briſtephorns Pexelme, 
ni leb. cal. lb. · John Calnin, who very manifeſtly and learnedly teach the 
cap,t7 truth, and make it cleare and appatant to the eyes and vn- 
Saut. gerſtanding of ſuch as are blind and ignorant. 
»/q; ad = Et in 
eodem li ca. 
Sed.1 3 Of the Corporall abſence of ¶ hriſt iu the Sacrament. 


The 4.caule of — itis the ground and foundation of the tyranni- 
his ſeperation. D call monarchy of the Papiſts, to blind the eyes of the 


farthfull, which / according to their enchaunting ſpeeches) 

beleeue the body and bloud of Chriſt to be really in the 

conſeccation of many ſacrifices, and (as they ſay) in euery 

one ot them. and in the cup, and chalices l will ſpeake me- 

what by the way againſt their falſe =—_— not to the ſa- 
0 


tisfact on of themthat reade, (tor of this matter, they may 
peruſe the Inſtitutions of Doctout Calvin, ) &c. but to ex- 
cal uA c. prefle mine one minde, I lay firſt: The Papiſts do adde and 
Sec. 1g. e d:trat many times fromche words of che true text to con- 
50. firme and eſtabliſh cheir one inuentions; as it is to be 
ſcene by che inquiſtrors, who adde to the Goſpell of Chriſt 
what may ſerue their o e purpoſe. - 

For Chriſt doth thus admoniſh vs by Ah. hap. 18. 
{before cited :) /f rhy brother treſpaſſe againſt thee, go and tell 
him I; fault betweene thee, and hum alone: c&c. If be heare thee 
not, r be yet with thee one or two witneſſes: If he will not vouch- 

[afe to heare them, tell it unto the Church. 


The 
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The Church of Rome to theſe words of Chriſt, addeth 
— carſam fidei, but for faith or religions ſake: ) ſo that 
ey take away and cut off the meaning ot the Goſpell, and 
contradict Chriſt himſelſe, ſo charitably admoniſlung, and 
exhorting. So do they contradict Saint Hierome, Saint Am- 
broſe, and many other holy Fathers, and many times adde 
and detract from the very words of the holy Scripture : as 
manifeſtly appears in that vnchtiſtianlike booke iutituled, 

the /ndex expwrgatorins, , 
But no to retutne to our purpoſe: The Church of Kome 


tothe words of Chrilt : ſaying, Zh. body, addethſ ſor) 


which Chriſt never pronounced, nor Saint Peter, Whatſoe- z, — 
uer T homasaft.rmerh. And it the Prieſt pronounce nor(for ) — 4 
among the Papiſts he ſinnes hainouſly. Allo the Church of 

Rome addeth, that the bread of conſecration ought to be 
vnleauened:which precept wasneicher delivered by Chriſt 
nor his Apoſtles. The Greeke Prieſts do vic leauened bread. 
Therefore may be ſaid. chat if they be various in the mat- 

ter, there can be no truth ſound in the forme, For the detet - 

minate matter, hath her determinate forme; and the deter- 

minate forme alſo her determinate matter. But they adde 

and diminiſh at their pleaſures, contrary totherules and 
commandements ot God: who faith , Tow ſhall not addeto Heut. f. U. & 
the word that I ſpeabe unto you, nor take from the ſame. And 12.32. 
moreouer, What ] command thee that onely doe, neither adde 

thou am thing nor diminiſb. God — ſuch as arc bold 

and audacious in this behalſe: ſaying, I proteſt onto every Reu. ac. i8. 
man, that heareth the words, cc. If any man ſhall adae, & c. 

Sec how God reproues the biſhop of Rome & all tis Popiſh 

Prieſts & complices that walk againſt Gods cõmandemẽts; 
for the word of the Lord eadareth : and he, himſelfe Faith, Luke. l -33. 
Heaxen & earth ſpall paſſe away, but my words ſhall not paſſe a- 

ay. Therefore that God, that true and everlaſting God, 

will ſend vnto them ſodaine ruine and deſtruction. 

Amongſt other ceremonies which the Papiſts do vſe, one 
is after conſecration of the bread, to bleſſe the ſame bread 
with the ſigne of the croſſe, and certaine words, &c. 
Now | demand of them, it it be law ſull for the creature to 

E. bleſle 
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bleſſe the Creator? For benediction (as Saint Pax! (ith) 
is alwaies from the greater tothe leſler, The leſſer ir bleſſed of 
Hebt. 1 7. the greater, as he athimeth in expreſſe words. Hebr. . y. For 
the tather giues his bleſſing to the ſons, as //aac did to Iaceb, 
— 7 and Hus, and Iarob to the lonnes ol Joſeph his ſonne. And 
8 8 it 1s commonly obſerued, that the father at the very point of 
death gives his bleſſing to his ſonnes : bur the ſons (which 
are the leſlet) alchough they reverence and honour the fa- 
ther, do not yer give ſum benediction. By which I conclude, 
that the Papilt Prieſts as inferiour) ought not to bleſle 
Chriſt cheir ſuperiour: and if they do it ia their Maſle(as 
they terme it, ) they bleſle not Chriſt the Creator, but the 
bread the creatute;and ſo they worſhip the creature, not the 
Rom. 11. Creator: as Saint Paw! ſaith, They haus turned the truth of 
God into a He, and worſhipped and ſerued the creature much 
more then che Creator. 

Neither ought we to beleeue chat Chriſt is in their hands, 
when the words are pronounced by them. For many are 
conſecrating the Sacrament at once, and the body of Chriſt 
being bur one in number, is not in many ſacrifices, For the 
body of Chriſt is natural, and keeperha place, and is nor gi- 

uen in many places at one time. But the Papiſts reply to this, 
ſaying z that the body of Chriſt is there ſacramently, not 
75. q. . j totally . But this is a very idle diſtinction, and a ſlanderous 
3. boldneſſe: to ſay they haue Chriſtſ in that manner in their 
hands at the Sacrament. For if (as they confeſle ) Chriſt 
haue a chiefe place in heaven, and yet is in the Sacra- 
ment with the ſame really as he is heauen, it would ſol - 

low. 

. God in times paſt who was figuratively in the Arke, was 
Exod.14.10, couered with a Table of gold, and ſo the Arke was hono- 
n, Ted and had in admiration, that the Prieſts might with feare 

come vnto it. For when YV=24h, as the Arke of God was 

carried out of the houſe of Abinad ib, with a godly zeale 

\ Sean. 6. ut his hand to the Arke, The Lord was very wroth and ſmate 
a 6:v/q;adt1; hin is the ſame place for his fault aud there he died by the Arte: 
Therefore Dauid that day feared the Lord, and aid, How ſpall 

the 
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" the Arkegof the Lord come to me?and durſt not bring the Arke 
of the Lord to himſe lie. 

If this beſo, how dare the Romiſt Prieſtes pronounce 
Chriſt himſelfe with his Diuinity and Humanny to delcend 
into their hands ? Or if the true body of Chriſt were inthe 
facrifice, or the ſacrifice it ſelſe were the true body of 
Chriſt , how comes it that brute beaſts haue place there: 
For many times the flies goes vpon ir, and other inſenſible 
creatures,as is daily ſeene and made mani eſt. And i my ſelſe 
often celebrating the Maſle , haue ſeene flies vpon the Sa- 
crament conſecrated, and made — we may not 
beleeue the true body of Chriſt to be there. Sometimes alſo 
by negligence ofthe Prieſts, part ot the ſacrifices haue fallen 
vponithe ground, and bene troden vnder ſoote. And | am 
a faithfull and true eye witneſſe, that in the yeare ofour Lord 
1595 ina Church, which the Order of the moſt holy Tri- 
nity hath at Twrol, whereof I was chieſe, a certaine religi- 
ous man ſ as they call hum) celebrating the Sacrament, tur- 
ned the chalice vpſide downe, and the conſecrated wine 
(as they fay ) was part ſpripckled on the earth, and part 
ſhed vpon the Altar. And for cheſe miſchaunces there are 
certaine rules ſer downe in the Miflall of Kome, ordaining 

uniſhments to (uch Prieſts, by whom they happen or bee 
El. Alſo in the Emperours Cathedrall Church of S. Jau. 
in the yeare of our Lord 1580. the thecues ſtole away a ſil- 
uer Calket, where the conſecrated Sacrifices were vſually 
kept, and thie the (acrifices themſelues vpon the ground 
and vpon the Altar. In the yeare of our Lord 1586, in the 
Monaſtery of S. Saxiowr at Fraga, theeues à lo rooke a- 
way the chell here the Sacrifices were kept, and they were 
throwne vp and downe. Therefore we may not beleeue the 
body of Chriſt to be there. For it (as they graut) the ho- 
dy and bloud remaine vnder thoſe formes, to long as they 
continue vncotruptʒ and it alſo laid vpon the ground (as 
is al oteſaio) they be vncorrupt, and ſo are troden vnder 
toote ; then Chriſt mult likewiſe be ttoden vnder foote, 
which is a moſt groſſe abſurdity. Sometimes allo as | haue 
E 2 ſeene 
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feene)wormes have bred in thoſerheir ſacrifices. If then we 
hold their opinion, it mult needs be that they beingendred 
out of the body of Chriſt, not out of the bread, becauſe 
there (as they ſay) the bread is not. Hee de QAccudentibur. Be- 
cauſe if by miracle (as they hold) they continue and abide of 
themſelues, then they ought to be kept by miracle without 
any corruption, for there is no greater reaſon for the one, 
then for the other: nor of the body of Chriſt. Otherwiſe 
the body of Chriſt ſhould change the forme, and the very 
wormes ſhould partake of the body & bloud of Chriſt, aud 
from thence haue originall beginning , which is molt falſe 
and vaworthy. Therefore it is to be (aid, chat nothing is 
there more then the bread it ſelfe. 

Moreouet, let there be two ſacrifices of bread put toge- 
ther, ſod, and made at one time, ot one meale, fire, and was 
ter; and let the one be conſecrated and made holy, and the 
other ynconſecrated, and we ſhall ſeetheir corruption to be 
alike. It cherefore followes, thatthe one hath no more in it 
then the other, neither is the body of Cliriſt more in the 


conſecrated forme of bread then in that which is vnhallow- 

ed. Sometimes alſo poyſon (as they ſay ) is put into that Sa- 

crament, that ſo men may be bercaft of their lives; as it 

is read of the —— Henry the y, and of Pope Vitor the 
e 


third, whereof the fitſt loſſe his life by the Sacrament of 
bread poyſoned by his Conſeſſour: the laſt, by wine tranſ- 
ſubltanciate, Therefore we mult conclude, that the body of 
Chriſt is not there, or otherwiſe the body of Chriſt to be 
the inſtrument of ſin, and the meancs of cuill;which is blaſ- 
hemy. 
; This corporall abſence, Chriſt hath manifeſtly ſhewne, 
ſaying, The poore you ſpall haue alwates with you, Me you ſhall 
net haue am,. Chriſt alſo ſpeakerth of the abſence of his 
humanity, (for his Diuinity fils both heauen and earth: ) in 
which humanity he ſhall not come vnto vs till the day of 
iud Moreouer the Papiſts affirme, that the matter 
ol Ge Sacrament of the Lords Supper, ought to be deter- 


minate. 
They 
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They are alſo poſſeſſed with many mad imaginations, 


faying, this is a true Propoſition, Ont of bread becomes the Tho. 3 · 73. U. 


body of Chriſt. And this alſo is falſe : Of bread becomer,or is 
made,the body of ( briſt. Theſe are words of exceeding folly 
and dotage, and are differing and repugnant to themſelues, 
although Thomas expound chem ſupernaturally. In con- 
verſions alſo, that which is conuerted is cortupted, and 
that into which the converſion is had, is begotten and in- 

endred: Thus after their opinion we muſt {ay that Chriſt 
is ſo begotten and ingendred; which is an hereſie. 

The Diuell getteth much, and enlargeth his power and 
number by the 1do'atry of the Church of Rome, which he 
fill perſwades them to maintaine; and ſo they will, vntill it 
ſhall pleaſe God of his infinite goodneſſe and mercy to o- 
pen cheir eyes, and make their vaderſtanding perteR, chat 
they may truly ſee and reade the booke of God, for they 
yet liue in errorand darknefle. But if they would looke 
vpon, and heare the booke which Hi/kiab che high Prieſt 
found in the houſe of the Lord, they would do as that god- 
ly king /ofiab did in the 18. yeare of his Monarchy : who as 

ooneas Shiphanche Chancellor had ſhewed it, and read 
it to the king, and that he had heard che words ofthe booke 
of the Law, he was ſo moued therewith , that he rent his 
clothes, and wept before Godzand crauing pardon at Gods 
hands, humbied himſelfe, deſtroyed the idols, and walked 
according tothe will, and word of the Lord. 

I wasalſo much troubled in minde about the power of 
the Pope, when he doth thoſe things which almighty God 
neitherdoth,or cando.. Foralthough God be omniporent, 
and nothing is vnpoſſible with him, he yet workerh no ſinne 
or cuill, neichet is there any guile found in his mouth; nei- 
ther can he do that which is wrapt or encombred with con» 
trouerſies and contradictions. 

But che Pope takes vpon him to do this; for if any come 
vnto him, and deſire the reliques of ſome Saint, as of Her- 
moda, or any other, he will anſwer that he hath none, be- 
cauſc his bones are diſperſed ; But he takes che bones per» 
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haps of ſome reprobate an wicked perſon , and bleſſeth 
them, and baptiled inchename of Herma u, he deliuereth 
them to him that makes ſuite for che (ame ; and then the 
bones of himate wor ſhipped, whoſe toule in hell is cruci- 
ated. And thus it begers ſcandall and contradiction, that 
the bones of any wicked or idle perſons , are the bones of 
lome Saints or others, at his pleaſure, 
loblerued the power, couetouſneſſe and tyranny of the 

ſame Pope: I beheld his exceeding pompe and pride, and 
with theſe things, and many more of this nature, my nainde 
was much tormented. For ſeeing Chriſt is the fulneſſe of 
— — that he endues the Church with ſpirituall grace 
and vnderſtanding; we ordaine him to be the head thereof, 
wich S. Ju, ay ing: He hath made al things ſubiett v ler his 
feete, and hath appountod him ouer all things to be the head of the 
Gereb. And ccing both Men and Angels arcordained to 
enioy Gods glory; euen as of men, ſo alſo of che Angels he 
may rightly be called the head For the myſhcall body of 
the Church doth not onely confiſt of men bur of Angels. 
But of all this multitude and nunber Chriſt is the head, for 
that his (eat 15 neere vnto God, and doch e of his 
— not onely more abſolutely then men, but more per- 

ectiy alto then the very Angels : ſo that from his influ- 
ence both men and Angels receiue their benefits. As S. int 
Past witneſleth, laying : Hehath ſet him at his rig ht hand in 
the heanenty places, farre aboue all principaluty, and power, and 
m ght. and domination, and name the 11 named not mthis 
worl4 onely , but alſoin that that ir to come, an1 hath put all 
thing t vader his frete. And fo S. Matthew faith, Behold the 
Anrels cams and miniſtred unto him. And albeit che Angels 
themſelues lacke faith ( 2x54 now per ſi lim ſed per [peciom ame 
bal um) and the Church is the congreg ation of the taichtull, 
neuerieheleſle Chriſt is their head. 

There tore beſides that divine wiſedome which Chriſt 
had fromthe beginning, he had alſo a humane knowledge 
(norwich{tanding the poſition of ſuch as deny, that there 
be to ſorts of wiſdames in Chriſt, which in the ſixth 3 

nc 
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nod is held a thing damnable: ) foras S. Ambroſe faith, God 
_— the perfection of humane nature in the fleſh, rooks up- 
pon him the ſence of man, but not the pride of carnall ſen/walute. 
But to the ſence of man appertameth an humane know- 
ledge created . Therefore in Chriſt is giuen that experi-, , 
mentall knowledge of which S. Lube (peaketh . So did 4e g 
prophetically fee him taught, ſaying to the people, Keroyce oel. a. 
in the Lord your God, for he hath gien you the rame of righe 
teonſueſſe,c&c. And the ſpoule faith, I leude thee and bring Cant. 8. A. 
thee into my mother houſe , and there then ſhalt inſtruci me. 
And 1{atas, I bane ginen hum for aPronce, aud a maiſter onto lla 35 4. 
the people, — theſe two thungs, namely, that 
he was a Redeemer and a Maiſter : for whereas he termes 
him a Prince, he meanes him to be a Redeemer, but callin 
him Maiſter,he ſignifies him an inſtructet or ceacher. Chril 
thettore it endued withallthefe ſcrences, by vhichmẽ were 
inſtructed by him; as our of Mathew, opening his mouth, 
he taught his Diſciples, and out of /obs, leſus aſcended in- Mach g. 
tothe T le and taught the people, and as it is written lohn7, 
in Late, They found lum ſittung is the Temple, Fc, By ewo 
wayes then he taught the people, that is, by example, and Nl. 
words. For ſeſus began to do, and afterwards to teach, the *. 
true and ſimple doctrine without any kind of commixtion- 

Seeing therefore Chriſt came to teach mankind, and to Cor 6 
redeemethem with his moſt pretious blod, my ſelſe being Tho 6 " — 

8 

one among the reſt to be redeemed and taught through his of his lepota- 
vniuerſe and exceeding goodneſſe, was at the length called ton from ihe 
tothe ttue knowledge of his divine will and pleaſure, and n 
by his aſſiſtance | began to open the eyes of my vnderſtan- — 
ding, and to purge and ſeclude my ſelfe from thoſe miſts 
and errors of the Romiſh Church, by which my minde be- 
fore was too much caried away and obſcured. I obſerued - 
ag nine that from time to time there was a continuall muta- 
bilitie and various changing of opinions among the Pre- 
lars : for what was one day receiued and allowed by au- 
thoritic , was the next day prolubited, and yrerly diſa- 
nulle : as it is plainely to be ſeene in /ndice arpurgarorio. 
For 
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For whatſocuer ſeemed to taxt the errors of the Prieſthood, 
the ſame by commandement ofthe Inquiſicors, and of the 
Church of Rome, was forthwith razed out and extin- 

guiſhed. N 

The ſecond Secondly, becauſe if the Biſhops at any time gave power 
cauſe of his ſe and authority to any for the preaching ot the word of God, 
— they did not graunt him free libertie of ſpeech, but preſcri- 
bed him a forme of pteachingʒas my ſelſe can witneſſe by 
their Commiſſions granted co me in that behalfe: which is 
manifeſtly knownero be a thing repugnant to the truth. 
For as Paw! ſaith, The word of God #1 not tied or limuted: but 
. Tina. they limit the ſame, ſaying, We giue you authoritie forthe 
preaching of the word of God, ſo farre forth, as you do it 
according to the opinions of the holy Fathers, and to the 
decrees of the moſi holy Councell of Trene. When as not- 
withſtanding neither the opinions of the Fathers or of the 
Councels agtee amongſt them, neither are they al yayes 
true. But if they do agree, and are true, they are (as is 
foreſaid) euery where altered by them and changed. And 
if according to theiriudgements the word of God ſhould 
be cxpreſled, che truth would ſometimes be made more 
manifeſt and apparent. But inthis they are contrary co them 
ſelues, as that moſt learned man John Caluine hath rightly 
1o.Caluis in ing and learnedly fer downe. I am aneye-witneſſe ( laith he ) of | 
bo Inflienc, £p ad the tyranny of the Biſhops , and Inquiſitore ; for I haue often 
Regem,bran, heard very learned men preach amongſt chem: but becauſe 
thoſe things that haue binpreached, were diſpleaſing to the | 
ryrannous Inquiſitors and Biſhops,the ſame preachers and 
learned men haue bene compelled tuen in the ſame Church 
(and that againſt cheir one conſciences )by their com · 
mandements and authoritie to ſpeake againſt themſelues, 
and to preach another doctrine, contrary to the truth. For 
inſtance whereot, Father Lobo, a famous preacher, whole 
name is well knowne in Sie and Italy, at Kome in the be - 
ginning of Pope Gregory the 13, iu his Sctmon was heard 
to viter theſe words: It it of more werght and efficacie , and of 
greater profic and utility with God, to — his word, then the 
Maſſe. 
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Maſſe. But the ſame preacherforthwith by che comman- 
dement of that great beaſt ( the Pope) was compelled to 
make his publicke recanration; and yet for allthis, he was 
depriued ot his authoritie of preaching, and cnioyned to o- 
ther penances. Let God arile, and iudge his cauſe, who 
ſaich, Daus oft ſermo mers, My word is a living word; and 
Daxid (leſt he ſhould fall) did place the word of God, 4 
Lanterne vnto his feete : by which alſo the heauens were 


ſelues together, and the people preaſled vpon Chrilt to 
keare the word of God, of which all things were madeʒ ſor 


bones, to heare the word ofthe Lord God : by mediation 
whereof the bones came together, bone to his bone, and 
behold che ſynewes and the flcſh grew vpon chem, and the 
skinnecouered them. 

Chriſt alſo callech them happy and bleſled , that heare 
the word of God. What the word of God makes looſe and 
free, that theſe tyrants do bind and tye to limits and com- 


paſſe. When John Baptiſt was in priſon, he preached the gin f. f. 
ſame word, which (as the Lord faith ) we ought not any Ecclel 4.30. 


way to oppuę ne or reſiſt. 

In the yeate of our Lord 1597. Valentine Cortazer being 
Inquilicor, the twentieth day of lune comming to viſit the 
city of Liria, entred the ſame in his accuſtomed pompe 
and vanitie, and did impoſe vpon me the charge and duty 
of preachinga Sermon of Faith. And vpon Sonday the 22 
day of the ſame moneth and yeare, Aderat Inquiſitor Eccle- 
foe pro Tribunali, ſitting in great maieſtie, and (as the man- 
ner is) Lecto mandato preceptorum de accuſatione, I aſcended 
the place of preaching, and hauing ſaluted the Inquiſicor 
began my Sermon. After | had paſt over many chings in 
praiſe and commendation of the Inquiſitors and Inquiſi- 
tion, I ſpake thus to the Auditorie. Remember (deare breth- 

F ren 


framed, and which endureth for ever. To heare the fame - 
word, by which all things were made, and is the ſountaine Pfl. 108. 

of wiſedome, the publicans and ſinners aſlembled them- Luke ifs 
Wiid 9. 
Ecclel 1.5. 

it is the fountaine of wiſedome . Eze&sc/admoniſhed the — — 


ſonnes of eAmmor, the mountaines of Iſrael, and the dry Luke 111. 


Heb 
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ren )and be mindfullof thoſe words which I ſpake vnto you 
in Lent time, in a Sermon touching brotherly correction 
(for two Lents I was their Preacher.) You are bound (asl 
then told you) cuery one of you to correct, and admoniſh 
your brother ſecretly betweene you and him. But if after 
admoniſhment he continue ſtill in his wickedneſle,then tel 
and ac quaint the Church therewith. Vet before brotherly 
correction you are not tied to denounce him. Marke this 
well. This I ſpeake vnto you, in the name, and behalfe of 
the liuing G 

Hauing made an end of my Sermon, I was invited by 
the Inquiſitor with all kindneſſe and courteſie to rake my 
dinner with him; which being ended, he began to fall into 
commendation ofmy Sermon, but vtterly to condemne 
that brotherly admonirion, ſaying, That it is not admitted 
in matters of faith, with which the Inquiſition hath to do, 
and takes notice of. I replied with the very words of 
Chriſt in defence thereof, but was compelled to hold my 

ce, and the Sonday following conſtrained ropreach of 
— that they hold and terme accurſed, in the preſence of 
the Inquiſitor, and lay open his mind and pleaſure againſt 
Gods word, and to ſay that brotherly cortection had no 
part ot place in ſuch matters, as were contained in the 
Edict. Do but ſee, and behold how the word of God is 
tied, and bound by theſe people of Antichtiſt. And this 
whileſt I was one of their number, and company, drew my 
mind into diuerſe and fundry diſtractions. 
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Of Tranſubſtantiation. 


Y ſoule alſo was grieuouſly troubled about Tran« 

VA ſubſtantiation of bread and wine into the body and key mg 
bloud of Chriſt : for this among other things alwayes ſee- uon. 

med vnto me a matter of much difficultie. And Saint Pax! 1Cor.tr,26.8 
teacheth the contrary, ſpeaking ofthe Lords ſupper, he al- Net tou cap. 
wayes nameth bread, ſaying , As aften at you ſhall cute of 

this bread, and drinke of this drinke, &c. Againe, Whoſo- 

euer ſhall car of this bead, chr. Allo by this it followes, 
that the Pope doth falſly intrude himſelfe to he the head of 

the Church, as is proued by this reaſon. The Primitive 

Church, and that which flouriſhed for many yeares, knew 

no other head but Chriſt, nor had any vniuerſall Biſhop, 

But the Primitive Church ( euen actording to the opinion 

ofthe Papiſts) was the true Church: Therefore the true 

Church ought to knowe or acknowledge no head but 

Chriſt, nor any vniuerſall Biſhop . It is alſo thus proued 

by authority. 

Gregor Biſhop of Rome wrote againſt Johr Patriarch of 
Canſtantinople, ſaying : He that ſhall name himſelfe the 
vniuerſall Biſhop , may be called the forerunner of Anti- 
chriſt. And the Councell of Carthage forbiddeth che Bi- 
ſhop of Rome to be called che vniuetſall Biſhop (as Gra- 
tianus witnelleth) in theſe words: ut no, no not the Bi- 
ſhop of Rome may be called vniuerlall. What ſhould 1 
ſpeake of the Synode of Chalcedon? whoſe arguments are 
ſo many and ſo euident againſt the Sea of Rome, that che 
ſame muſt either needs fal trom her high pride and dignity, 
or the whole authority of her Councell be vrrerly ſuppreſ- 
ſed; as here manifeſtly appeares, in that the ſame Synode is 
held and celebrated, onely by the Emperors command, 
without either the preſence , or authotitie of the Biſhop of 
Rome: as in thoſe times even vnto the yeare of our Lord 
900 (as Cuſams witneſleth) their Councels were not vſu- 


all to be aſlembled but by the direction of (. And 
F 2 Pope 
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Pope Leo (as Thomu offirmeth ) following the ſame cu- 
ſtome, ſubmitted himſelle ro the opinion and iudgement 
ol che Emperour. 

Chriſt che true Biſhop, as in this world he took vpon him 
no perſon of ſlate, ſo he appointed no dominion or Empire 
among his Apoſtles, but with graue words pacified them 
(mutteting ſomewhat among themſelues of principaluy) 
lo that he drew their chooghes and cogitations vnto ano- 


ther forme of life farre differing from the Princes of this Þ 
world and openly affirmed,cthartuch as would be the firſt, | 


and greateſt in che kingdome of heauen, muſt humble 


themle lues among (t men. «And whoſoener will be great - 
mong you, let him be your ſeruant. Chrilt euet taught and exer- 


ciled humility, ſaying, I haue left you an example , enen as 1 
do, ſo al/o do you. 

Chriſi had not where to lay his head, and will not one 
Pallace ſuffice the Biſljop of Rome? Chriſt refuſed the con- 
dition of Regall dignity, being offered , and will not one 
Crowne content the Biſhop of Rome2?ls it not enough that | 
he poſleſlcth Italy, vnlefle with histrĩple Crowne he com- 
mand the world ? Chriſt depatted away into a mountaine 
himſelſe alone, that they ſhould not make him a king, de- 
claring his kingdome not to be of this world, And ſhall 
this glorious Vicar, in the name of Chriſt, with ſuch honor 
and ſupei fluity poſſeſle his kingdome in this world ? Or 
ſhall he thinke men will continue fo beſotted, and miſca- 
ried in this difference, and vnlikelineſle of things, as to be 
perſwaded that he beares the place and office ot Chriſt here 
vponearth, or rather not of Antichriſt? 

Bonifacethe third was the firſi that rooke vpon him the 
name of vniuetſall Biſhop, about the yeare 600 ; which 
name was neither given him by Chriſt, norfram heanen, 
but by that tyrant and parricide Phecas the Emperour. 
Fromthattroubleſome fountaine did ariſe the great floud 
of Papiſtric, and that proud name had firſt beginning. And 
yet in thoſe dayes the Popes did not, as now they do, pre- 
ſently aſcend to che top and height of dignity, but by de- 
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did ſteale into rule and dominion. For Boniface the 8 Pla. in hi Pom 
after he had by cunning and ſedition crept into the Papall 
— , made Emperours and Kings to feare him, going a- 
t to depoſe, and raiſe vp to authotitie, whom he plea- 
ſed. So he thought himſel te both King and Emperour : in 
ſo much as hen the Iubilee was firſt granted, he ſhewed 
himlelſe openly the firſt day to the people, attired in his 
Pontificall veſtments; and the day following in his armor, 
and coate of male;and in the preſence of all the people wic 
a loude voyce he commanded himſelſe to be proclaimed 
Ceſar . Which vanity Bauu Antoninus Arch- biſhop of 
Florence, Salo, and many others, doe maintaine by — 
falſe doctrine, ſay ing: that Emperours and Kings are but 
the Popes ſubſtitutes, and that the Biſhops ot Rome had 
both che power ot ſpirituall and temporall gouerne- 
ment. 
They ground their falſe opini6 vpon the power of Chriſt, 
which power they — haue as his Vicars: for Chriſt 
faith , All power is giuen vnto me, both in heauem and incarth : 11,18 18, 
and ſo by conſequence, both the ſwords : for he is named lch. 17, 2. 
King of Kings, Lord of Lords, and in divers places of the Hebr.z 8, 
Scripture is called King and Emperour. Ezechiel giues him — —_— 
both names, and the Magician and Pilate call him King. Nach 2 
But demand chis of theſe Antichriſts that if they imi - Mat. 13.26. 
tate Chriſt in this, why they do not follow him in humility ? 
For although Chriſt had the power of rule and command, 
yet he in reſpe ct of his humilicy vſed them not, but rather 
affirmed luis kingdome not = & of this world. Burt if the 
Pope do not imitace Chriſt, he is not his Miniſter, his Vicar, 
nor ſucceſlour. As the ewes boaſted before Chriſt,that they 
were of the ſeed of Abraham, ſo the Pope glories in the ſuc- 
ceſſion ot Chriſt, and of Peter. But the ſame anſwete that 
Chriſt giues vnto the /ewes, he giues alſo to the Pope: as 
you may read ini /ohn 8.(hap.the 37 verſe, to the very end lob.8.37, 
of the ſame ¶ hapter. 
But the Pope faith, th 
uants, and ſo named for t 


are called the Seruants of ſer- 
humilicy. So that may ſuffice. 
F 3 To 
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To this lanſwete, that vnder a faire ſhew ye hid foule intets, 
He carries the name of humility, but his deedes are cleane 
contrary . I. he the ſeruant of ſeruants, that holdeth his 
foote forth for Kings and Emperous to kiſſe, and do reue- 
rence to? ls he the ſeruant of ſeruants, that is carried ypon 
mens ſhoulders/Is he the ſeruant of ſeruants that makes ſuch 
dailyboaſt of his kingdome and authority? Is he the ſeruant 
of ſeruants, that ſaith he hath authority from heauen, and the 
fulneſſe of power to make iuſtice of iniuſtice ? Is he the 
ſeruant of ſeruants, that ſaith he is like vnto the Sun, and 
the Emperour like the Moone ? No, but he is rather to be 
called an Harpy crowned, or a deuouring Hina, that 
vnder a faigned ſhew of humilicy , worketh death and 
cruelty. 

Sedition and controuerſy oftentimes troubles the minds 
of ſuch as aſpire vnto that vaine dignity , and contend 
for the Papall ſeat and authority and the place in which 
ſtands much ſcandall, when ſchiſmes, and deuiſions ariſe in 
the Church, in the very act of election. 

Many times this fals out, for proofe whereof reade Plato 


pla e i and IMeſcas in the Hiſtory of the Biſhops. 

in vitu Petr. If then the election ot this preſent Pope, Clement the 8. 
be diligently examined, it was in like manner very irregu- 
lar, & the pie did much murmure ar it. By reaſon where- 


of (valeſlel be deceived) the Diuines are very doubtfull 
concerning his election, For at Yall-Soler.a ( place-where 
the king ot Spaines Court is) in the yeare ofour Lord 1602. 
Theſes Theologice apparuerunt teaching Pope Clement che 8. 
no: to be held a true Biſhop, which doctrine (amongſt ma- 
ny other) father Bazquez maintained, being one of the ſo- 
ciety ot the ſeſuits: which comming ſtraight way to the 
earcs of the Biſhop, he cauſed both him and them to be pre- 
ſently called beforchim. 

And becauſe amongſt many other reaſons that haue mo- 
ned me to this ſeparation fromthe Church of Rome, this of 
the vſurped power of the Pope hath of long time bene 
the chictelt, I chought it my parc to (ay ſomerhing of his 


tytranny 
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tyranny, & of his name and hypocriſy, 

But for chat this little labour hath bene onely vndertaken 
by me to ſatisfie mine owne minde, and to make ſome de- 
claration thereof vnto others; leſt I ſhould be tedious and 
troubleſome to the Readers, I will for this time pretetmit 
the further handling of theſe _ yer (God willing) in 
their place and time ſhall they be particularly expreſled 
more at large; imitating the doctrine of Saint Paul, who 
aſter his owne conuerfiondid convert his brethren ; which 
Chriſt alſo our heauenly Schoolmaiſter doth reach vs: fay- 
ing to Peter : Nom thou art at length couuerted, ſtreugthen thy 
brethren, And I my ſelſe conuerted, am bound in duty to do 
the ſame, yet in the meane time reade Doctour ( alu, li. 4. 
Inflitut.(ap.6.7.& 11. 


Of Purgatory, and the Sacraments. 


Nſomuch as l am now determined to imbrace the truth 

of the reformed Church, I do with ſtedfaſt reſo- 
lution, looke into the ſentences thereof, being conſonant 
and agreeable vnto the Goſpell of Chriſt ; leſt the words 
of the Lawyers may be inferred againſt me, who hold 
this opinion, That it is a foule & diſhonorable thing for a- 
ny that lives in the common wealth, to be ignorant of that 
law, in which he is conuerſant. Ando there is no other 
Church allowed of more then the Church militant and tri- 
umphane : Zut amongſt the Papiſts Purgatory is ordained, 
the third Church, which I vrterly deny and abiure. For 
( as Saint Par/(aith ) Chriſt is the purger of our ſinner, and 
fitteth at the right hand of the CMueſtie in the higheſt 


place. 


Beſides hell and heaven, there is no middle place found 
in the holy Scriptutes, where our ſoules ſhould reſt, or be 
detained. The opinion which che Papiſts hold of Vi 
ſuner, and the ceremonies, by which the ſame is abſolued, 
I wholly diſalow, as vile, and excreable; nor is there 
any other then morcall ſinne, which is onely waſhed ny 

Y 
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by true contrition of heart, by the mercy of God, and the 
ſhedding of the bloud of Chriſt; as Saint Pax! faith. The 
Sacrament alſoof extreme vnction, by mediation of which 
(as the Papiſts dreame) the reliques of ſinnes mortall are 
taken away, is a very idle, andridiculous matter, and no Sa- 
crament. For if it were a Sacramet,the redemptiõ of Chriſt 
were imperfect, and in yainezwhich is againſt the truth of 


Pſal.116-5-6, Gods word, which ſaich The Lord is mercifull, and righte- 


ous : and our God is full of compaſſion. The Lord preſerneth the 
ſemple : I was in miſery and he ſaued me. I reiect alſo the Sa» 
crament of Confirmation, and the reſt which the Pope hath 
ordained, and onely reucrence and embrace the Sacraments 
of Baptiſme, aud the Lords Suoper, iuſtituted by our Sa- 
uiour. By this I am inſtructed in the rules of Chriſt, and 
by — I am more and more ſtrengthened, and confirmed 
in 


Vricular conſeſſion, (which the Papiſts call the Sacra- 


ment of Penitence) is very fooliſh. For this tytanni- 
call confeſſion, is neither found in the law of nature, nor in 
the Law of God: but in the divell and the Popes kitchin,to 
increaſe cheit fare, and delicacies. Neither did the Apoſtles 


call. . c 4. teach the ſame, or Saint John Baptiſt : as Caluin directly pro- 


omſol. 


ueth. And Chryſoſtome alſo maintaineth:whoſe words ( Con. 
34. m_ 1371. ate theſe:Why deſt thou bluſh and art ah 
med to tell thy ſinnes? Take heed tho reneale them not to any 
man, leſt he upbraid thee ;, nether confeſſe them to thy fellow ſer- 
want , leit he publiſh them : but unto him which is the Lord,who 
hath care and charge ouer the, Anda gaine, Tell thy faults on- 
I; unto me pr iuately, ¶ God here ſpeaketh, that [may heale thy 
diſcaſe , and deliner thee from ſorrow, Which words (be- 
cauſe they are repognant and contrary to that great beaſt) 
are by the commandement of che luquiſitors taken away 

and blotted out in the boote, called Index expurgatorine. 
Many ia che ſauce manner of conſeſſion haue teuealed 
their 


The Repentance of Martin Bartox. 


their ſins willingly to their Confeſſours, and the Conſellour 
to the ludges, and others. 


A certaine Biſhop of Girona in the time of Tamer the ſe- 
cond king of Aragon ( being his Confeſſour)teuealed his 
confeſſion to the Pope, and the king forthwith cut out his 
tongue. I my ſelſe can fairhfully witneſſe, that being many 
times preſent at theralke & communication of Conteſlours, 
they haue ſo fooliſhly behaued themſelues, and ſo openly in 
their calke reuealed the ſinnes that haue bene confeſt vnto 
them priuately by the penitents; that their names and per- 
ſons haue eaſily become knowne to me, and perhaps to ma- 
ny others, that haue heard the conference. And although 
there be diuers lawes ordained by the Pope to puniſh Con- 
feſſours thus offending; they yet commit this crime of re- 
uelation, and ( which is worſe) without a ſumme of money, 
the Penitents haue no grant of abſolution, as appeares in 
the bookes of Taxes,&c. By which feare, many euen in 
the very act of confeſſion do conceale the truth, till they be 
compelled to confeſſe the ſame. I could ſpeake much 
of this matter, and point it out with my very fingar, but l 
will obſerue my — wich good aduice forbeare to re- 
late it. 

In this matter of auricular confeſſion, the Confeſſours 
are wont to ſeduce, and avert the minds and affections of 
worten from God, and to turne and conuert them to their 
one luſts and filthineſſe. To — this true, Ipreſent (as 
witneſles ) choſe Confeſlours that haue bene puniſhed by 
iudgement of the Inquiſition, for ſuch abhorred and abho- 
minable wickedneſſe; and ſuch as haue bene adiuged to 
— and by ſentence of the Prelats and others, for 

eing found guilty of the like miſdemeanours. For by au- 
ricular confeſſion, many monſtrous enormities ariſe, and 
are begotten. 

To auoid the impucation of tedioulneſſe, Iwill not con- 
tinue to make any longer diſcourſe, or diſcouety of the er- 
tours of the Church of Rome. But wich all my heart, = 
8 al 
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all my minde, and with all my ſoule, I teuerence and con- 
feſle all things whatſoeuet our new reformed Church doth 
allow and embrace, And if any of the Church of Rome, 
ſhall vpbraide me that | haue falſely and perfidiouſly fallen 
from che ſame.ʒ | anſwere with Saint Aubroſe, In leauing it 
I {orſake not Chrilt : Him onely no man ought to forſake,or 
change: to whom it is worthily laid , Lord to whom ſhall we 


flie? Thon haſt the words of exerlaſting life . For the faith 5 


of the Church is commanded chiefly to be ſought for, in 
which if Chriſt haue habitatiõ, it may vndoubredly be cho- © 


ſen and followed: Burif the people beperfidious, and the © 
mailter an heretique, and deforme and diſfigurethe dwel. v7 


ling place; the tellowſhip and communion of ſuch here. 


tiques is to be abandoned, and ſuch a Synagogue to be a» 
uoided. We muſt ſhake off the duſt from our feete, leſt te 
drought of our barren vnfaichſulneſſe prepare and make 
the way ſandy, and hard to the true progreile and paſſage 


of our mindes and vnderſtandings. So if there be any | 


Church (as he ſaith afterward ) that renounceth the true 


faith, and doth not keepe and obſerue the foundation, and 
ground of the Apoſtles preaching, it is to be left and forſa- 
ken, that it beget not the corruption of vnttuth. 


Seeing then | haue found Chriſt onely, and his doctrine 1 
dwelling in the reformed Church, and haue ſcene that erro- 


nious teachers do deforme & diſgrace the habitation of the 
Church of Kome, I haue deſeruedly left the one, that I may 
cleaue to & embrace the other · & that according to the com- 
mandement of the Apoſtle: aying, Do not company together 
with idolaters. And againe: Haue no fellowſhip with the vnfruit- 
full workes of darkeneſſe,but cuem reproue the rather. And what 
more vntruitfull worke is there, then to embrace falfe do- 
Arine, and hereſie ? In another place: Fe command you 
brethren, inthe name of our Lord leſus ( briſt, that ye withdraw 
your ſelues from cuery brother that walketh inordinately, and uot 
ofter the tnilruttion which he receined from vr. And to Titus, 
Reiett him that it an heretique, after once or twice admonition, 
And the Apoſtle moreouer ſaith thus. I any preach the Goſ- 
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him be accurſed. And a little betore that: Although any, yea 

an Angell from heauen ſhould teach you any other dottrine then 

that we haue preached vnto you let hum be accurſ ed. But Iwill no 

longer ſtay vpon thoſe places of the Prophets, herein the 

1 is oſtentimes exhorted to leaue, and go out ot Ba- 
lon 


, which know the Church of Rome both imitates and 
llowes. 
Let it not be obiected vnto me by any aduerſary, that I 
"X* hauedenyed my baptiſme by which[ am conſecrated to al- 
1 mighey God for lonely renonunce the vaine ceremonies 
vſed in by the Biſhops, without authority of holy 
= Scriptures. The vertue whereof l know to depend on God, 
& e not in man that adminiſters the ſame vnto me. Seeing thẽ 
it is the part of a louing mother, not onely to bring vp her 
children in the obedience and feare of God, but to inſtruct 
them alſo, and nurſe them vp with the food of his heauenly 
word, and ſo vnite them to Chriſt : as I haue bene conſe- 
crated to God by baptiſme in the Church of Rome, ſo in 
the ſame I haue bene ſeduced fromChriſt by humane inuen- 
tions. Ihaue therefore worthily, and ot right, made choice 
oc that Church, in which the true baptiſme is ſincerely ad- 
miniſtred, and the ſound doctrine thereof is faithfully de- 
livered to ſuch as are baptiſed, through the whole courſe of 
their liues. Beſides I perſwade my ſelfe( and that truely) that 
I am more deepely bound to God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the holy Ghoſt, (being three Perſons yet onely 
God) chen the Church of Rome, which hath forſaken and 
rebelled againſt that faith whichthe Apoſtles in times paſt 
ſo highly commended in her, and againſt whom that un- 
putation of reproach may worthily be had, which was once 


ſonnes whom they beare vnto me, they haue offered to 11515, to be 
denowred. And againe in the ſame Prophet: They haue play- 
ed the whores, and bloud is iu their handes , and with their idols 
haue they committed adultery And what is it elſe to commẽd 
the invocation of ſoules? the adoration of images?the ob- 

G 2 ſeruation 


pell vnto you otherwiſe then you haue heard and receinedit, let Oal. l &. 
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ſeruation of Purgatory ? and of Pardons ? They glorie of 
the workes of Swpererogation, the rules and exainples of 
men that arc ſinners: as Francis, Dominicke, Bruno, Celeſtine, 
Ignatins, Loyola, and others, and eſpzcially to churlt yong 
men and women againſt theit wils into a monalltery? Whar 
is thiselſe (as I ay )but to be conſecrated to idols, and to ſu- 
perſtitious worſhipping, and in che end to the deuill him- 
ſelle, and damnation? 

And becauſe (as it is well knowne vnto me ) the Papiſt: 
thinke we walke not after the tight decrees and deter mina- 
tions of the true Church, neither beleeue thoſe things, 
which are to be belecued : I will thetetore, ſeeing (as God 
hath commanded ) I am ſeparated and come from among 
them, relate thoſe things, which we faichfully hold and 
imbrace : For as 'Pawllaith, / am not aſhamed of the Goſpell 
of Chriſt , far it is the power of God onto ſaluation to enery one 
that belecueth. Before all things we belecue in God, the 
Father Almighty ,maker of heaven and carth, and in his 
Word, begotten of the Father; and in the holy Ghoſt, pro- 
ceeding from them both, to whom their due and diſtin 
properties are to be attributed: in which (according to 
Eſſence) we neithet ſepatate the Sonne, nor the holy Ghoſt 
from the Facher : nor (contrary to the opinion of the Ma- 
nicheys) diuide tlie Father fromthe Sonne, ot from the ho- 
ly Ghoſt : but we belceve that they haue one vnity of 
Ellence, and Trinitie of Perlons, without any confuſion, 

Which vaitie and trinitie (as Hilary, Aulroſe, and many 
others teach) cannot perfectly be comprehended by natu- 
rall reaſonzbut is appichẽded by faith, as mani other hiddẽ 
myitcries of God, of which S. Paw/{peaketh:Gh thedeepneſſe 
of the riches both of the wi/edome and knowledge of God. How 
onſearchable are his iudgementt, and hic waye: paſt finding ot? 
All honor be giuen to che bleſſed Trinicy, being one God, 
and to x hom is equall glory in three Perſons , contrary to 
the opinion of : Arrius, that blaſphemouſly takes away the 
equality of Perſons, holding the Sonne to be inſerior, and 
the holy Ghoſt to be ſetuant to God the Pather. 


Oc 
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diator of man- 15. 
kind : through whom in the holy Ghoſt he created all 


things in the beginning ; not that. he redeemed manly 
without the Father, which ſent his Sonne to be the Redlee. lob. ; 
mer of the world; or without the holy Ghoſt » by whom A. COLIS, 
| d annointed but becauſe the only per- — 
© vpon him humane nature, 


on payd the price of our rede 


Apoe 
and by Pial.; 
and is but one Pei ſonſ contrary to the Opinion of Neſtor; 1, Luk. 1. ix, 


! . Mat, 3.5, 
orne of the virgine Mary, according to humane Nature it Luke ; 
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ing and conformable to the holy Scriptures, | wholly yeeld 
and ſubſcribe vnto. 

But leſt any man ſhould thinke, that either for want, and 
neceſſitie, or for any horrible offence committed, and ſo 
for feare of puniſhment, I haue left, and ſeparated my ſelfe 
from the Church of Rome, I will make ſhort repetition of 


what hath befallen vnto me, through the whole courſe of 74 


my life, even from my infancie : not led by oſtentation, or 
vaine glory, butthatin remembring che, I may bethe more 
drawne to give humble and — thankes vnto almightie 
God, who hath had ſuch pity and compaſſion on me. 

I was borne at ( - Auguſta (which is the chiefeſt place 
of the kingdome of Agon.) The day before the Calends 
of February, at two of the clocke in the afternoone ,and in 
the yeare of our Lord 1 567. of honorable parentage both 
by father and mother, as is well knowne in my countrey, 
and by Gods prouidence withoutany impediments or de- 
fects of nature: I was baptized in the pariſh Church of Saint 
Giles, and confirmed by that excellent Prince Ferdinand 
Viceroy of Arragon, and Arch-biſhop of { «ſar Auguſta. 
From my infancy with my parents great care and induſtry 
I was trained vp in the docttine and religion of the Church 
of Rome, and with my yeares my knowledge thereof was 
much increaſed, and | did renerence the ſame with ſuch ho- 
nour and ardency, as no other religion appeared vnto me 
ſo profitable or pleaſing. 

My father departed out of this life when I was but 16 
_ of age; bur my mother as ſhe was carefull I ſhould 
ebroughe vp and inſtrued after the cuſtomes of the Ro- 
miſh Church ( for ſhe was full of zeale and deuotion, ) fo 
was taught Muſicke and Military diſcipline, and other 
exerciſes of body, to my age beſt ficting and agreeable. | 
was ſtill ſollicitous to tende bookes of Chriſtian Religion, 
and to tale counſell and be conuerſane with ſuch met as 
ſeemed to me to be honeſt, and learned: So that defire of 
further knowledge daily increaſed in me. The reſpett 
therefore of all temporall goods being laid aſide, I wholly 
applied 
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applied my ſelſe to be in the number and ſocietie of them, 
whomthey of Rome call and account Religious: and con- 
trary to my mothers minde, or the good Wil of my bre- 
thren and kinsfolkes, I followed the Religion of S. Fraxcis, 
and wich all alacricy and willingneſle of heart, I entredthe 
Monaſtery of ſeſus. Which when my mother heard of, ſhe 
was moued with much ſorrow, and both by-her words and 
deeds ſhewed that I had greatly diſpleaſed her. Vet ſhe lo- 
ued me deatly, & al waies hoped of me to be a refuge & ſuc- 
cour to her age. Hauing therforetakE coũſell, accompanied 
with a Noble woman (her ſiſters daughter) ſhe came tothe 


Couẽt, with an intent to alter my putpoſe, & both of them Ad conuen'am 


laboured byall that prayers or intreaties, or faire promiles, 
might effect, to draw me frõ that vndertakẽ reſolution. But 
I was ſo conſtant in my deuotion of chat Monaſticke life, as 
neither my mothers lamentations, or large gifts proffered 
vnto me, could work alteration of my mind. So for that time 
ſhe departed, bur vpon further counſel! and aduice taken, 
ſhe came thither againe with a great troupe attending her, 
with purpoſe in deed to haue taken me away by force and 
violence. Which when I and the religious men ofthe Mo- 
naſtery percciued, we hindred their determinations, ſo as 
my —— by no meanes could obtaine her purpoſe . But 
ſherooke it ſo grieuouſly, that for the ſpace of many dayes 
ſhe fell into an extreme phrenſie. s 

Hauing recovered her health and ſenſes againe, ſhe ſtill 
continued her meanes anddenicesto change my mind, and 
vſed the ſame almoſt a whole yeare, fo bo w—_— ſhe 
compelled me to forſake the Monaſterie. Neuertheleſle 
I promiſed ſuch as I left behind me, to returne againe with 
what ſpeed I might poſſibly. But I became ſomewhat for- 
gerfull of my promiſe, by reaſon that at that time, my coun- 
trey — vnto me many obiects of pleaſure and dele- 
Ration. For there were great triumphs and ſolemnities for 
the celebration of the mariage of Katherine daughter to 
king Philip the ſecond, with Charles Duke of Sabaud : 


with which my mind was much caried away and — 
ec 
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But my former purpoſe and my continued deuotion vr- 
ging me, I performed my promife, and with great ioy of 
thoſe Religious men that expected me, I returned backe to 
the Monaſtery , where | lived a while in much gladneſſe 
and contentment . Bur after a certaine time I leit the Mo- 
naſtery againe , by ſome occaſion of buſineſle, and retai- 
ning my firit religious purpoſe, I berooke my ſelſe to the 
Religion of the holy Trinity, and was receiued in the Con- 
uent of Ceſar Auguſta in the yeare of our Lord 1585.1 
made choice of this Order, for the ſingular deuotion there- 
of. The Prelate aud other religious men of the ſame Mo- 
naſteric for many cauſes were deſirous of my continuance 
amongſt them. I therefore began to apply my ſtudies to 
humanity ,cill at Valence by the diligence of my Tutor, and 
my owne great labour, Iattained to ſome perſeftion of Lo- 
gicke and Philoſophy . Afcerwards I was ſent to that fa- 
mous vniuerſitie of Illerd: where I wholly dedicated my 
lelfe to Diuinitie, and hauing paſled the ſeuerall termes 
and courſes of Diſputations, Exerciſes, and Lectures, I 
was commended to be one of the beſt in Theologie. For 
which I gaue God hearty thankes : for theſe beginnings 
brought me in the end to know thoſe things which my 
ſoule cuer thirſted after. 

Theſe foundations layd, I was ſo well eſteemed of, that 
I was called to the Miniſtery,contrary to their owne orders 
and inſtitutions, which forbid any man that dignity vndet 
the age of 33 yeares . But che Prouincialldid willingly 
diſpence with me, and ſo I was made Miniſter ofthe Mona- 
ſtery of Ziria : About three yeares after, | was made Mini- 
{tcr of another monaſtery of higher dignitie, called Ne- 
ra ſenora de las ſogas, in which time by occaſion of ſome 
contrary occurrents that befell concerning our Order,by 
certaine learned Prelats, and very great men, I was cholcn 
Embaſladour to the Reverend Generall of our Ordec,abi- 
ding then at Paris: which I diſcharged, by Gods aſliſlance, 
though with great danger of my lite. After I had obtained 
rhe preſence of our Generall, he lent ſuch attention to the 
complaints 
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complaints delivered by me, that he diſpateht me with ex · 
pedition and order for tuch as were troubleſome and igno- 
rant of obedience: and gaue me full power, and orders, for 
the reading of Diuinity. 

Graced with all theſe titles, and additions of dignity, 
and preterment, I returned againe into Spaine: But I had 
not long ſtayed there, when vpon inſtance of other weighs 
ty occaſions that concerned our Order, I was ſent againe 
to che Generall, with two other graue Miniſters in my com- 
pany. Him I found fo kind, and louing, and ſo reſpectiue 
of me, that whatſocuer belonged to the gouernmencof che 
Province , l obrained at his hands. He created me at that 
time both Maiſterand DoQor(which with vs is a matter of 
much honor and commodity, ) But after my returne into 
the Prouince (which comaines vader it the kingdomes of 
Arragon, Valence, Catalonia, and Mallorica ) by comman- 
dement which [ had received from the Generall, there was 
a Conuocation had forthe election of che Prouinciall and 
the choice fell to M. Stephen Bertix, a Noble man, of verie 

reat learning, and my eſpeciall good friend. He for the 
— made mechies ofthe Prouince. 
A little while after the religious men of our Monaſtery of 
Dertaſa, made me Miniſter(which in the Order ofthe holy 
Trinitie, is as high a place as theirs is, who in the orders of 
other monaſteries are called Priors, Wardens, Abbors, 
Prelates,&c. ) and created mealſo the chiefe of the houſe. 
That I might not ſeeme vnthankfull, I toołe vpon me that 
charge, and in the Colledge of the ſame City I was made 
Doctor. Afterwards ( vnknowne to me ) borh by the 
Church and Citizens of Vernauen, farre enough diſtant 
from — Ihadthe charge — meoftheir Church, 
and of the preaching ofthe Lent ſermons. And that I mighe 
wholly conſecrate my ſelſe to preaching and reading, and 
not be hindered by any othes care of rule or ement, 
(whichis much contraty to the proſeſſion ing) l left 


, which 1s the chiefeſt 


pro 
the monaſtery of Dert, and reſigned my office of miniſtery. 
In the monaſtery alſo of Valence 
H mona- 


Gal-6.14- 


Exod. 21. 19. 


Plalid 16, 


| Gal. 1. 10. 


The Repentance of Martin Bartox. 


monaſtery ofall the Prouince , where are reſident to the 
number of 30 Preachers, Doctors of Diuinity, and others 
moſt apptoued men for learning, thete was anaſſembly had 
for the election of one that ſhould be Miniſter & Head of 
that monaſterieʒand the 26 day of April, in the yerre 1601, 
that lot fell to my ſhare. So conſequentlyall the goods & 
riches ofthe monaſtery were put into my hands and poſleſ- 
ſion, as well of ſiluer and gold - plate, as of other precious 
ornaments, treaſure , and ſums of money, with which the 
lame monaſtery is richly furniſhed : For it hath yearely to 
be laid forth and diſtributed by the Miniſter 4000 crownes 
a yeare. ln the time that I was Miniſter of Valence, I was of- 
ten created viſitor of the houſes , and with the fulneſle of 
powermade Vicar Prouincial of all che foure kingdomes. 
And laſtly, the 8 day of Nouembet in theyeare 1602, with 
generall and A lique power was conſticuced viſuor of 
certaine monaſteries within the limits ofthe Prouince.I was 
reatly beloued of the Generall, and other Prelats and Re- 
— men of chat Order which in times paſt I profeſled, 
and was well accepted with Eccleſiaſtical gouernors. 
Butas S. Paul ſaith, God forbid that I ſhould reieyce but in 
the croſſe of our Lord leſns Chriſt whereby the world is crucified 
vnto me, and I unto the worid. In the knowledge wherof, & in 
the glory ofahe croſſe of Chriſt,. I would not delay, but pa 
my farſt fruits vnto the Lord, who ſaich, Thou ſhalt not 2 
ſlacks to pay thy firſt fraitr. Which is nothing elſe, but to a- 
uert and turne trom the way of wickedneſſe, and to follow 
a. d imbrace the way ofthe Lord. 

If for this alterati6 of my eſtate, I ſhould make any recko- 
ning of this world: alas, how many ſhold | ſee to riſe againſt 
menu friends are become my enimies, my kinsfolks — 
pers all Jeaue and forſake me, all diſpiſe me, and call me 

eretique: but Iwill anſwer with the Prophet David, My 
father aud mother haue forſaken me, hut the Lord hath taken me 
vp. I vill not ſtrive to pleaſe them, as Paul ſaith , If I old 
yet pleaſe men, I were not the ſernant ef Chriſt . I had rather 
diſpleaſc men, then follow lies and vntruths with them, ſee- 


ng 
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ing the Prophet Dau doth encourage vs, ſaying: © yee pg 4s: 


ſonnes of men, how long will ye turne my oy into ſhame , lowing 
vanitie, and ſeeking lies?l now deſite to continue in this truth, 
that the curſe ot God may not be laid vpon me, Who ſaith, 


Cunſel is enery man, that continueth not in all things , which are Ga1 3 164 


written ia the booke of the Law, to do them : And ſo wich the 
Prophet, [rather chuſe to be an abiett inthe houſe of my G 
where his Golpell is ſincerely taught, then to dwell in the ta- 


bernacle of ſmmers,where the Goſpell is obſcured, and made pal,sz,ur, 


darke with fables, and falſe interpretations. |, 

For euen as theſundry and various expoſitions of the 
law wake che law doubtfull and obſcure ; ſo the Goſpell 
is darke,and made intricate by many intepretations. I now 
thereſore loue, and imbtace the ttuth. Now God hath made 
me partaker of his goodneſſe, and his paſſion was not in 
vaine for me. Now hach his goodnes extended it ſelſe to cõ- 
municate thoſe things vnto me, as were determined for me 


in the beginning. In times paſt | was Suni, a perſecutor of ga T 


the t: ue Churel& as he went about to deſtioy the true do- 
Arine of Chriſt, ſo did | like wiſe both in my ptiuate & pub- 
lick Sermons & Exerciſes endeuot to put done & atuulu- 
late that ſound docttine ot the true ny ker Church , But 
now through the infinite mercy of God, haueſ as Sau did) 
fallen to the earth; and as he at Damaſcus, ſo haue at Ru+ 
pell found Aua, who hath taught me what to do, and 
remoued the ſcales from mine eyes that hindred my (ighe 
and vnderſtanding. 

I ijooke to be perſecuted, and expect falſe cenſures and 
indgements to be paſlcd vpon me : but what do I reſpett 
them? Did not Aaron (peake againſt his brother (er 
And did not God himſelte admoniſh Hieremiah to rake 


heed of his kinsfolkes, ſaying: For exenthy brethren, and the ,, 
houſe of thy father ſhail deale wnfanthfully with thee? Did not a 


Peters friends alſo contend againſt him, becauſe he went in 
to men vncircumciſed, and did cate with them? So (me 
thinkes) | ſee how they contend and cry out againſt me. 
But God, who (as Did (airh) is the father and helper of 

H 2 Orphans 
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orphanes and farherlcile, will not reſt to defend and pro- 
tet me. Oh my Lord God, of whom the Prophet hath ſaid, 
that thou wilt ſaue, & preſerue them, that put their truſt 14 thee, 
My whole hope and confidenceisin thee, & | ſtand in need 
of thy aid and defence. Be vnto meſ oh Lord) as a (ſhield, 
and buckler againſt choſe roaring Lyons that go about to 
deuoureme. And as thou didſt deliver Moſes out of the 
hand of Pharaoh, Suſan ſtom falſe iudgement, and Damet 
from the Lyons denne: ſo del iuer me ſtom their hands. 
Giue vnto my ſoule the grace and gift of perfeuerance; and 
grant that they whoare yer blind may haue their eyes ope- 
ned, and at length atttaine to the knowledge and wiſedome 
of the truth, made knowne in thy Goſpeſl. In reſpect of 
thee (oh my God) I małe account of nothing : | leaue and 
forſake all things, and hope not for any thing bur thy glo- 
ry. The honours which [ had in mineowne — - 
rerly deſpiſe; the dignity which I have hitherto poſleſſed, 
I am quite forgerfull of; and forgo iny quondam Promnciall, 
who ordained me to be his ſucceſſour. My friends and all 
my kindred for thee | contemne, and willingly reiect for 
cuer. 

For tho'e things that were aduantage wnto me , the ſame I 
account loſſe for (hrifts ſale, and do iudge them to be dung: that I 
might win ¶ briſt, and be foundin him, with S Paul. And I 
will follow the true doctrine of Chriſt : ſaying, amm 
come to me , and hate not his father and mother, and wife, and 
children, and brethren, and ſiſters, yea and his owne life alſo, bee 
cannot be my Diſciple. 

| confeſle vnto thee my Lord and my King, and Igive 
praiſe vnto thee my God, and Sauiour, for that thou haſt de- 
livered me from perdition, and from the rongues of them 
tharſpeake lyes. Bea ſuccour vnto me, anda tower of de- 
fence inthe face of mineenimies, that I may conſtantly a- 
bide the ſlaunders and backbitings , wherewith I know 
they ſwarme and are full. Wherefore oh moſt mercitul 
God and louing Father, who in the mu titude of thy mer- 
cies doſt put out of thy remembrance the fans and iniqui- 

ries 
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ties of ſuch as coufelle vnto theeʒ by the grant of thy pare 
make void the imputation of all tormer oftences. Looke 
fauourably vpon thy ſeruant, and give vnto me that wich 
true confeſſion, and contrition of heart, begge tenuſſion of 
my ſins. Refreſhi and renew in me (oh Father) whatſocuer 
the diueliſh fraud and deceiprof the Church of Rome hath 
diſtained and corrupecd;and win a member of thy redemp- 
tion, to the body and vnity of the true tefotmed Church. 
We the Paſtouts, Seniours, and Deacons of the Church 
of Roc hel, whoſe names are here vnderwritten, do witneſle 
and make it knowne, that Mart Bartox hath made a ſum- 
mary conte ſſion of our faith, and publickely diſcouered, & 
vtterly renounced the errouts of the Romiſh Church, be- 
fore a great company of Gods faichfull ſeruants. being then 
preſent, reioycing and congratulating his conuerſion : we 
witnelle ny. In we haue ſcene and heard to be perfor« 
med, wharſocuer is herein made mention of, ot ſet forth. 
From chis Citty of Roche: 
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